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VOL. 55 NO. 47 – NOVEMBER 22nd, 2020
THEME FOR OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE:  The Lord Jesus is our shepherd.  At the end, at his coming, he will hand over the kingdom to his Father.  He will “judge between one sheep and another, between rams and goats”, between those who have lived their lives for others, and those who have lived for themselves.
[image: image2.emf]MASS INTENTIONS:  

Sat.   11-21
5:00 pm – John & Eleonora Wittenauer, Joe Wittenauer,





and John & Jeanne Huss

Sun.   11-22 
8:30 am -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s

Thursday, 11-26
9:00 am – A Special Intention; Don Bruss; and

                                                    Robert Scherle

Sat.   11-28
5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
Sun.   11-29 
8:30 am – Jerome & Lorena Cortner; Gilbert & Heddy Birkner;
                                                    and Wylma Wachtel
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Over the next few bulletins, we will be including portions of the recent Encyclical Letter from Pope Francis…

ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI TUTTI OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 

ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP

CHAPTER ONE
DARK CLOUDS OVER A CLOSED WORLD

9.  Without claiming to carry out an exhaustive analysis or to study every aspect of our present-day experience, I intend simply to consider certain trends in our world that hinder the development of universal fraternity.

SHATTERED DREAMS

10.  For decades, it seemed that the world had learned a lesson from its many wars and disasters, and was slowly moving towards various forms of integration.  For example, there was the dream of a united Europe, capable of acknowledging its shared roots and rejoicing in its rich diversity.  We think of “the firm conviction of the founders of the European Union, who envisioned a future based on the capacity to work together in bridging divisions and in fostering peace and fellowship between all the peoples of this continent”. [7] There was also a growing desire for integration in Latin America, and several steps were taken in this direction.  In some countries and regions, attempts at reconciliation and rapprochement proved fruitful, while others showed great promise.

11.  Our own days, however, seem to be showing signs of a certain regression.  Ancient conflicts thought long buried are breaking out anew, while instances of a myopic, extremist, resentful and aggressive nationalism are on the rise.  In some countries, a concept of popular and national unity influenced by various ideologies is creating new forms of selfishness and a loss of the social sense under the guise of defending national interests.  Once more we are being reminder that “each new generation must take up the struggles and attainments of past generations, while setting its sights even higher.  This is the path.  Goodness, together with love, justice and solidarity, are not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized each day.  It is not possible to settle for what was achieved in the past and complacently enjoy it, as if we could somehow disregard the fact that many of our brothers and sisters still endure situations that cry out for our attention.” [8]
12.  “Opening up to the world” is an expression that has been co-opted by the economic and financial sector and is now used exclusively of openness to foreign interests or to the freedom of economic powers to invest without obstacles or complications in all countries.  Local conflicts and disregard for the common good are exploited by the global economy in order to impose a single cultural model.  This culture unifies the world, but divides persons and nations, for “as society becomes ever more globalized, it makes us neighbours, but does not make us brothers” [9]  We are more alone that ever in an increasingly massified world that promotes individual interests and weakens the communitarian dimension of life.  Indeed, there are markets where individuals become mere consumers or bystanders.  As a rule, the advance of this kind of globalism strengthens the identity of the more powerful, who can protect themselves, but it tends to diminish the identity of the weaker and poorer regions, making them more vulnerable and dependent.  In this way, political life becomes increasingly fragile in the face of transnational economic powers that operate with the principle of “divide and conquer”. 
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PARISH OFFICE 473-2217     FAX 473-9141
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To contact Father Linus Umoren when not in Parish Office, Cell #618/666-2217


St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059
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Parish Office Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Closed from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch.





PARISH COUNT:  71


OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD: 11-15-20


Sunday Envelopes (1,191.00 - $


Loose – $23.00		Youth (2) - $5.00





Scholarship Fund - $365.00


(Total Donated since 8/1/2020)





Thank you very much for your generosity!





			





DON’T FORGET TO CALL 473-2217 OR EMAIL staug@htc.net THE PARISH OFFICE NO LATER THAN 3PM ON THURSDAYS TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE WEEKEND MASSES.  THIS SYSTEM WILL BE IN PLACE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.





Please pray for the following:





Darlene Frisch, John & Ellen Daniels, Alice Krysnoski, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge Abel, Cheryl Zanders, Madalyn Killebrew, Stephanie Amann Stosberg, Bill Cowell, Dave Bruss, Ruth Cortner, Aria Wagner, Vickie Van de Riet Minden, Pat Karban, Ruth Nagel, Carol Grohmann, Joyce Koetting, Pat Smith, Mary Harbaugh Neisler, Jim Rader, Ed Weiler, Joe Gregson, Julie Mueth & Baby, and Lisa Davenport.





Please call the Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list.  We started a new list on January 12th, 2020.














Each week on Thursday afternoons, I will put the bulletins inside the mailboxes & at the beginning of the month the Word Among Us will also be available.





St. Augustine’s will be live streaming Masses at 5pm on Saturdays and 8:30am on Sundays.  See St. Augustine’s Facebook Page.





If you wish to have your name added to our Parish Email List, please let me know via � HYPERLINK "mailto:staug@htc.net" �staug@htc.net� or 473-2217 & leave a message.





LECTORS…the Lector Workbooks for the new liturgical year are ready for you…they are labeled & in plastic on a chair at the front entrance to church!!!!





The Advent edition of The Word Among Us will be available next weekend, November 28th & 29th.  They will be in the two mailboxes with the bulletins!!!!





Reflection for The Solemnity of Christ the King





A tavern proprietor locked up his place at 3: 00 o’clock am and went straight home to bed. He had slept only a few minutes when the telephone rang. He picked up the phone and heard an obviously inebriated man ask, “what time do you open up the tavern in the morning?” The tavern owner was so furious and immediately dropped the phone.  A short while, the phone rang again, and the same caller asked, “I was asking what time you open up the tavern in the morning?” “Listen”, the tavern-owner said, “there is no sense in asking me what time I open because I wouldn’t let a man in your condition into my place.” The caller replied, “I don’t want to get in; I want to get out!”


This last Sunday of the Liturgical year is dedicated to Christ the King. We proclaim the kingship of Christ over all other kings. Thus, Christ is not just a King. He is the King of kings. One of the earliest forms of Christian proclamation was "Jesus is Lord." This was meant to be provocative since Caesar was customarily described as Lord of the world. To counter this, the first Christians were saying that Jesus is the one who must in every sense command, direct, and orders our lives. 


There is something unique and paradoxical about the Kingship of Christ. His authority is not given by the establishment of the world’s politics; his throne is the cross; his crown is made of thorns; he has no scepter, he does not have luxurious clothing, instead, he is stripped off his tunic. He wears no shiny rings on his fingers rather, his hands are pierced with nails. It is this paradoxical Kingship that gave the world a new direction. Through his unique lifestyle, Jesus became the King and Lord of history�with the sole power of love and the attitude of sacrifice. Jesus humbled himself and became obedient unto death on a cross (Phil. 2:6-11).


However, it would mean very little, if we proclaim Jesus as King of the universe, but did not make his kingdom come in our daily experiences. God’s reign becomes visible when the hungry are fed, the thirsty have something to drink, the strangers are made welcome, the naked are clothed, the sick are cared for and the prisoner was visited. Whatever we do to the least person in this world we do it for God as well as proclaim the reign of Christ's Kingdom.























































































































FR. LINUS UMOREN, C.M.





NEW INFORMATION TO SHARE…





Bulletins are now available in the mailboxes located at the Front of Church and at the Front of the Parish Office.  These should be easier to pick up the bulletins…no steps involved!





The Blessed Virgin Altar Sodality and the Knights of Columbus will NOT be having their annual Christmas parties in December due to Covid 19 concerns and restrictions.





Our Christmas Eve Masses will be held at 4:00 pm and 7:30 pm and will be held in the Hecker Community Center to allow for a larger amount of parishioners to attend Mass.  Reservations will be required as usual so please watch the bulletin for further details.  So while we will have a larger seating capacity; we would ask that first opportunity for seating go to our St. Augustine’s Parishioners and their families.





Our Christmas Day Mass will be held at 9:00 am in the Church.  Reservations will be required as usual!





WE WILL NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE BETWEEN THE TWO CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES TO SANITIZE THE CHAIRS.  PLEASE HELP US AFTER THE 4PM MASS TO PREPARE FOR THOSE ATTENDING THE 7:30 PM MASS.  THIS WILL NOT TAKE A LONG TIME PROVIDED WE HAVE VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WIPE DOWN ALL THE CHAIRS IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER.





It was decided at the recent Parish Council meeting that we will NOT be having our annual Super Bowl Sunday Dinner and Bingo.  Ideas are being discussed for other ways to replace this fundraising event.





With regard to Funeral Lunches – until further notice due to the Covid 19 pandemic & restrictions, no food items should be donated/brought in for the lunches prepared for the family.  We certainly appreciate your generosity in the past but we cannot accept food items until further notice.





WE STILL NEED ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS FOR sanitizing Church following the weekend Masses, Greeters and Ushers for the weekend Masses…PLEASE CALL THE PARISH OFFICE 473-2217 OR SEND AN EMAIL TO � HYPERLINK "mailto:staug@htc.net" �staug@htc.net� IF YOU COULD VOLUNTEER TO HELP US.





Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service





Tuesday, November 24th at 7:00 p.m.


St. Augustine of Canterbury, Hecker


Collection to benefit the Hecker Emergency Fund





Reservations are required ahead of time; please call or email the Parish Office no later than 4pm on 


Monday, November 23rd.  


There will NOT be any refreshments served following the service as we have done in the past.





THANKSGIVING MASS





St. Augustine’s Hecker – Thursday, November 26th


9:00 am


Reservations are required ahead of time; please call or email the Parish Office no later than 3pm on 


Wednesday, November 25th.





CHRISTMAS 2020


ADOPT A FAMILY PROGRAM





This year we have been given a smaller family to adopt during the Christmas season.  Our family this year consists of a 10-year old boy, a Mom and a Dad.





I have struggled with how to safely and effectively share the needs with you all…we cannot use the postcards like we have in recent years or have a sign up sheet in Church…all due to Covid 19 restrictions.





So my solution is to list the items in a page in the bulletin, then if you wish to purchase a specific item, please call me or send me an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:staug@htc.net" �staug@htc.net�.  The phone numbers are listed below.  Another option is to donate a gift card.  I have already purchased non-perishable food items but there are additional items that could be purchased if you would be interested in that information.





Items are to be returned UNWRAPPED to Church or Parish Office anytime between now and Sunday, December 6th.  





If you have any questions, please give me a call at the Parish Office 473-2217 or home 473-9335.





				Signed:  Joan Powell








CHRISTMAS 2020


ADOPT A FAMILY PROGRAM





For the 10-year Old Boy:





Set of Bath Towel & Wash Cloth 


Set of Queen Size Bed Sheets (likes color red)


Queen Size Bed Blanket


Shirt – Adult Mens Small


Pants/Jeans – Size 16 Husky


Socks (Wears 7.5 shoe)


Model Train Set


Train Books


Science Kits


Board Games


Books (appropriate for a 10-year old)


Gift Card – Wal-Mart





For the Mom:


Set of Bath Towel & Wash Cloth -- COMPLETE


Scarf/Hat/Gloves -- COMPLETE


Socks





For the Dad:						


Set of Bath Towel & Wash Cloth


Hat/Gloves


Socks -- COMPLETE





For the Parents:


Set of Queen Bed Sheets


Blanket for Queen Bed





For the Family:


Kitchen Towels


Kitchen Hot Pads


Cleaning Supplies


Paper Goods


Shampoo/Conditioner


Tooth Paste & Tooth Brushes


Deodorant





Gifts for Wal-Mart, Dollar General, Gas etc. are always welcomed.  








	





DIOCESAN


EVENTS





RESPECT LIFE CORNER





In Matthew’s Gospel, Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus talks to his disciples in the form of a simple story: a shepherd separating animals at the end of the day in the Middle East. The sheep and goat tend to mingle easily with one another -until the end. The sheep represent those who will share eternal life with Christ, the goats represent those who will suffer eternal punishment. Jesus tells the disciples that however you treated the least of people, you treated me.  This highlights the significance that we are Jesus’s arms, his voice, his heart and we are his co-workers in the kingdom on earth.  Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- let’s use this time to examine our lives as we listen to the readings that represent the end of the Liturgical year.  How are we doing? Are we providing for those who are in prison by writing letters of encouragement through our diocese pen pal ministry through Prison Ministry?  Are we getting involved in Respect Life efforts in our diocese to help the abortion vulnerable as well as the marginalized? We must look at and respect the dignity of all human life -in every stage and situation- and then we will know we are working for Christ.





DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE LAUNCHES PROJECT RACHEL





Project Rachel has been relaunched as an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!!  While we have been home under our stay at home orders, Planned Parenthood has continued to see women (some report one woman every 20 minutes six days a week).  It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and confidential help in their time of need.  It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ.  Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially contact someone by phone or email.  Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with additional information:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel" �https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel�.








“This coming week we celebrate a National day of Thanksgiving.  WE, Catholics, give even greater thanks for all the gifts God has bestowed on us and for us to share.  Each one of us has been given a unique calling to Holiness.  Each one is to serve the Lord in her/his own called way.  A vocational calling is asking us to surrender our talents to God so that they may be sanctified and produce fruit for the Kingdom.





HAVE YOU HEARD OF SERRA CLUB?  The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of Catholic men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed religious life. Our purpose is to inform our community of the need for all vocations.  We honor our religious with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and a new Priest Dinner.  We pray for our seminarians and help them celebrate their birthdays.  For more information please contact Marvin Winkeler (402-214-1155) or Mel Lucash (618-531-4244).  PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!    		








St. Anthony's Parish, Lively Grove, is offering a monthly Quilt and Cash raffle from August 2020 thru July 2021.  Each month a lucky winner will receive a hand stitched, queen-sized quilt or $300.  Winning tickets will go back in the raffle and be eligible for all remaining raffles. Ticket cost is $40.  Please contact Cheryl Hentges, � HYPERLINK "mailto:clhentges@yahoo.com" �clhentges@yahoo.com� or at (618)824-6637 for tickets. Check out our Facebook page to see the quilts.  St. Anthony’s is sponsoring this raffle as a way to help fill the financial void left by cancellation of our annual picnic due to COVID-19 restrictions.





“QUILT OF THE MONTH” – January –December 2021


Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault


$20 per ticket; drawing last Sunday of each Month


Winner need not be present to win


Visit their Facebook page to view the quilts


Our Lady of Good � HYPERLINK "mailto:Counsel@OLGC.Renault" �Counsel@OLGC.Renault�


Questions, contact 618-458-7710


If interested, some tickets are available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.





No news to share while the school is closed due to Covid 19.  


Classes are scheduled to resume following the Thanksgiving Holiday on Monday, November 30th.





NEWS FROM GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL…





Raffle Mania Time!


It's Gibault’s Raffle Mania time!  With a purchase of a $25 ticket, you are entered for:


$100 Early Bird Christmas Drawing (ticket must be purchased by December 15 to qualify)


$30 Daily Drawings on Monday-Friday from January 1 - May 31, 2021


$100 Bonus Winner the last day of each month (January - April)


GRAND PRIZES in May for $2,000, $1,000, $500, and $250!


 If your ticket is pulled for a prize, it goes right back in, so you have the chance to win again!  You can buy your ticket online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gibaultraffle.givesmart.com/" �www.GibaultRaffle.givesmart.com�or contact the school office at 939-3883. 


Enrollment News -- Applications for 2021-2022 were mailed this week. If you did not receive one, but would like to apply, contact our enrollment office at 939-3883.


Update: Out of an abundance of caution, we are suspending the Placement Test that was scheduled for December 5. 


For more information on student life at Gibault, contact Director of Enrollment Kelly Day at 939-3883 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:kday@gibautlhawks.com" �kday@gibautlhawks.com�


We’re #gibaultproud of: Maddie Davis (Sts. Peter & Paul Parish) for being recognized in the Hawk Spotlight;  Brooke Biffar (St. Augustine Parish) for signing her letter of intent to play soccer at the University of Illinois – Springfield; Hannah Stearns (Immaculate Conception Parish) for signing her letter of intent to play soccer at the University of Illinois – Springfield; and Maddie Davis(Sts. Peter & Paul Parish) for signing her letter of intent to play soccer at Western Kentucky University! 








Adult Faith Formation Opportunity


Ss. Peter & Paul Parish - Waterloo





The Life and Training of the Deacons and their Spouses


Tuesday, Nov. 24th 7-8 p.m.


Speakers:  Deacon Tom and Dawn Helfrich and Dave and Michelle Miskell


Join us via Facebook live stream from the parish Facebook page --� HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/ssppccwaterloo" \t "_blank" �https://www.facebook.com/ssppccwaterloo�


 


Have you ever wondered what it is like and what is involved when a married couple discerns a call to the vocation of the diaconate, then applies to and enters into the Deacon Formation program, and is then called to be ordained a Deacon and receive the highest Catechetical Certification that the diocese offers?  Join us to learn more about this and about the life and training of Deacons and their spouses.   If you have any questions for the speakers, feel free to send the question in advance to � HYPERLINK "mailto:jspringer@ssppcc.org" �jspringer@ssppcc.org�


 


Deacon Tom and his wife Dawn, originally from the St. Louis area, were married in 1987 and moved to Sts. Peter & Paul Parish in 1988. After many years of involvement in various parish committees, councils, ministries, and leadership positions, Tom and Dawn entered the Deacon Formation program in 2008. Tom was ordained a permanent Deacon for the Diocese of Belleville on May 25, 2013, Dawn received the highest Catechetical Certification that the Diocese of Belleville offers.  After ordination Tom was assigned to SS. Peter & Paul, their home parish and home for 32 years. Deacon Tom and Dawn have 3 adult sons, all graduates of SS. Peter & Paul Catholic School. 


Dave and Michelle Miskell are 20 year parishioners at Saints Peter and Paul.  They are currently enrolled in the Deaconate Formation for the Diocese of Belleville, which is facilitated by Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology, and look forward with joyful anticipation to Dave’s ordination to the Deaconate in Spring 2023.  Dave and Michelle will share their experience with discerning God’s call to formation and give details on the Diocese of Belleville’s Deaconate Formation Program.














