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Theme for the Sixth Sunday of Easter

The people of Samaria come to worship the Lord and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
It is this same Spirit that leads us into the truth. In the body, Jesus was put to death, in
the Spirit, he was raised to life. We are called to this same glory.

MASS INTENTIONS:

Friday 05/08 8:00 am — Philip Rheinecker

Saturday, 05/09 5:00 pm — For All the Mothers of the Parish
Sunday, 05/10 8:00 am - For All the Mothers of the Parish
Friday, 05/15 8:00 am — Virgil Gregson

Saturday, 05/16 5:00pm- For All the Graduates

Sunday, 05/17 8:00am- For All the Graduates

OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD FROM 05-03-26:

Weekly Envelopes- $4230.00
Loose- $264.00
Youth-$

Scholarship Fund (beginning 8-1-25)-
$4237.30
Thank you very much for your generosity!



mailto:staug@htc.net

SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK/ WEEKEND

Saturday May 16", 2026, 5:00pm Sunday May 17, 2026, 8:00 am
Set Up: Cindy Grohmann Set Up: Margie Holle

Servers: Mallory Kern & Blake Koester Servers: Doerrs

Lector: Cindy Grohmann Lector: Jonella Donius
Extraordinary Minister: Angie Kern Extraordinary Minister: Kyle Doerr

Extraordinary Minister (W): Ruth Wittenauer Extraordinary Minister: Betty Schreder
Extraordinary Minister (W): Gary Wittenauer Extraordinary Minister: Margie Holle
Camera: Camera:

Please pray for the following:

Darlene Frisch, Jeanelle Dinan, Madalyn Killebrew, Kenny Kern, Ricky
Wittenauer, Ava Kern, Nancy Grohmann, Jim & Joanne Cowell, Helen
Parker, Mike Rheinecker, Evelyn Kelley Marquart, Frank Kohler, Josh
Middendorf, Ethel Mae Kreher, Annette Lovelace, Geri Griffin, Melissa
Stellhorn, Rhonda Mehring-Smith, Sydney Furman, Dorothy Christiansen,
Andy Amann, Vickie and Tim Grant, Ray Mavers.

For Active Service Personnel: Justin S. Bushong, United States Coast
Guard, Austin Grohmann, United States Marine Corps, and Austin
Gregson, United States Marine Corps.

The 2026 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal
Those who are kind to the needy honor Him.

Your contribution to the Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal enables
the Office of Education to impact the lives of over 10,283 students at
25 Catholic grade schools, three Catholic high schools and in PSR
(Parish School of Religion) classes throughout our Belleville Diocese.
If you haven’t already done so, we prayerfully ask you to consider
making a gift to the 2026 Appeal today...no amount is too large or too
small! Thank you.

PLEDGES TO DATE: 22 59% OF OUR GOAL MET

$4060.00 Pledged as of 5/3/2026 $6856.00 is the Parish Financial
Target



ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Baby Bottles for Life Network of Southern
IWinois, are located in the entrances of church.
Please collect your change for this worth while
organization. Baby Bottles are due back on May
31, 2026. Thank you for always being so
generous to this cause.

e Last call for Graduation Mass request forms.
They are available at all church entrances and
on the Parish Office door. Please return them
no later than May 11", 2026.

e We are looking for volunteers to help vacuum
church. Donna Rheinecker has been so
graciously cleaning church for several years but
needs help with the vacuuming. If you would
like to volunteer, please contact the office at
618-473-2217.
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Pray for Vocations

- Mother’s Day — what a wonderful commemoration of one of
?(; ; the greatest vocations there is. We are inspired by the

- :J example of Mary, the Mother of God, to live by the words

y from the Cana feast, “Do whatever He tells you.” We pray

for all Mothers today and for the families they form, nurture
Pra and love. We also ponder our own “FIAT” — our surrendering

ki ViocaBona to God'’s plan for us.

Respect Life Corner

“Radical solidarity compels us to come alongside vulnerable mothers in
profound friendship, compassion, and support for both them and their
preborn children. It requires us to address the fundamental challenges that
lead an expectant mother to believe she is unable to welcome the child
God has entrusted to her. We must do all we can to provide mothers,
children, and families with the support they need to flourish. This cannot
be accomplished by laws or policy alone, but requires the continual
transformation of our own hearts, recognizing in every person the face of
Christ, and placing their needs before our own.”

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Radical Solidarity”

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE -- PROJECT RACHEL

Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!! Planned
Parenthood continues to see women (some report one woman every 20 minutes
six days a week).

It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and confidential help in
their

time of need. It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our
communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an
abortion

and encourage reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. Those in need of help
and counseling can confidentially contact someone by phone or email. Here’s a
link to

Project Rachel on the diocesan website with additional information:




Reflection for the Sixth Sunday of Easter: A

Happy Mother’s Day to all women. I say all women because in my opinion, every
woman is either a biological or spiritual mother or a model of motherhood. They
significantly teach us what practical love feels like.

A child asked his father, "How were people born?" So his father said, "Adam and Eve
made babies, then their babies became adults and made babies, and so on." The child
then went to his mother, asked her the same question and she told him, "We were
monkeys then we evolved to become like we are now." The child ran back to his father
and said, "You lied to me!" His father replied, "No, your mom was talking about her side
of the family."

The gospel discourse this weekend begins with the statement: “If you love me, you will
keep my commandment.” (John 14:15 NRSV) This statement is part of Jesus farewell
message to his disciples. Now, what is Jesus implying when he states that loving him
means you will keep his commandment?

To understand the implication of this commandment, let us return to the great mandate of
Jesus in the thirteenth chapter of John’s Gospel: “I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” (John
13: 34 NRSV). Jesus’ commandment directs us to love of one another. And the love
Jesus wants his disciples to embrace is not the abstract kind of love. It is the practical
love that understands the pains and the joys of others. It is the practical love of listening,
hearing and understanding the other in “his language.” When I think of my mother and
the women in my life, whom I work with, I see this kind of love— a love that listens,
hears and understands.

Jesus’ story of love is not just about him and the glory of the Father. We see Jesus
operating in the community of real people. He walked the streets of Galilee, he ate the
food, he kept the festivals and connected with all classes of people (the rich, the poor and
the middle class.) Jesus was present with real people who sometimes struggled to get
along and at other times he enjoyed sharing their success story. He understood their
hopes and disappointments. Could this be the kind of love that Jesus is talking about?
Yes! Jesus is asking for a movement from the experience of the mystical love to the
experience of the real love and its frustrations. It is easy to think of love and feel loved
when all goes well and our expectations are met by those who love us.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta in her record of life experience gave an indication of her
spiritual struggle to understand love in the midst of chaos. The love Jesus commands is
not a feeling but a commitment to see God everywhere, in everybody, in everything and
at all times. There is no guarantee that it will be easy but there is an assurance that we
will not be left to ourselves: “I will not leave you orphaned; I will come to you ...
because I live and you will live.” (John 14: 18 NAB). What if we were to understand
Jesus's words and definition of love in this way?



Happy Birthday
Father Bala

Celebrating on May 12

Wishing you a wonderful
Birthday filled with God'’s
Peace and Joy.
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Women’s Bible Study at Ss Peter & Paul.

Do you want to grow deeper in your faith and build Christ-centered
relationships with other women in your community? Join us for
Bible Study! We would love to have you! We meet every 15t Sunday and
34 Tuesday of the month. If interested in joining or for more information,
contact Ande Grohmann at 618-444-3022
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