
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOL. 52 NO. 52 – DECEMBER 24th, 2017  
 
THEME FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  David’s posterity shall endure forever.  His 

kingship finds its fulfillment in the son of Mary, Jesus the Christ.  To him be glory and praise forever. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS:   
 

Sat.   12-23 5:00 pm – John & Francis Kreher 
Sun.   12-24  8:30 am – For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s 
Christmas Eve, 12-24 4pm – Dennis Holle 
Christmas Eve, 12-24 10pm – For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s 
Christmas Day, 12-25 9am – Frank Geolat 
Tues.   12-26 8:00 am – Phillip Rheinecker & John Rheinecker 
Wed.   12-28 8:00 am – Edward Parker 
  
Thurs.   12-28 8:00 am – Norbert Wittenauer 
Fri.   12-29 8:00 am – Joe Wittenauer 
Sat.   12-30 5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s 
Sun.   12-31  8:30 am – Celesta Kabureck 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 
HECKER, ILLINOIS  62248 

REV. VON C. DEEKE, PASTOR            
PARISH OFFICE 473-2217      FAX 473-9141 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  staug@htc.net 
PARISH WEBSITE:  staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com 

To contact Father Von when not in Parish Office, Cell #618/214-6852 
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059 

House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618/939-8680 
Confessions:  are heard each Saturday night from 4 to 4:45 pm and each 
Sunday from 8 to 8:20 am. 
Parish Office Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Closed 
from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch. 

ORGANIZATIONS 
BLESSED VIRGIN ALTAR SODALITY – The 

ladies meet the first Tuesday In September, November, 
January & March at 7:00 pm in the Parish Center.  Details 
regarding the annual Christmas Party and Spring Breakfast 
are shared in the bulletins closer to those dates. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – meet the second 

Wednesday of every month at 7:30 pm in the Parish Center.  
Any changes or special activities are given elsewhere in the 
bulletin. 

QUILTING – ladies meet to quilt each Tuesday in the 

Parish Center from 8:30 am to 3:30 p.m. except during the 
summer.   Any questions call Margie Holle at 473-2944 or 
Alice Kuehn 473-2817.   
 

PARISH COUNT:  159 
OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD:  12-17-17 
Sunday Envelopes (125) - $3,240.00 
Loose – $153.00 Youth (4) - $5.00 
 

Scholarship Fund - $543.00 

 (Total Donated since 8/1/2017) 

 
Thank you very much for your generosity! 
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SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
Saturday, December 30th; 5pm   Sunday, December 31st; 8:30am 
Ushers:  Mel Parker    Ushers:  Diane & Jerry Mollet 
Greeters:  Sue Hepp    Greeters:  Diane & Jerry Mollet 
Servers:  Lucas Gregson & Eric Schreder Servers:  Ryan & Olivia Biffar 
Lector:  Kevin Schreder    Lector:  May Stellhorn 
Extraordinary Ministers:  Annette Schreder, Extraordinary Ministers:  Roger Cortner, 
Dave Bruss and Barb Bruss   Ruth Cortner and Edward Stellhorn  
 

OFFERTORY FAMILIES 
Sat. 12/23 – Arline Wittenauer   Sun. 12/24 – Jonathon Biffar Family 
Christmas Eve 4pm – M/M Dave Bruss  Christmas Eve 10pm – Kevin Schreder Family 
Christmas Day -- M/M Roy Schreder      
Sat. 12/30 – M/M Andy Amann   Sun. 12/31 – M/M Edward Stellhorn 
Sat. 1/6  -- M/M David Biffar   Sun. 1/7 – M/M Donald Biffar 
Sat. 1/13 – M/M Don Braun   Sun. 1/14 – M/M Dennis Biffar 
 

Please pray for the following: 
 

Darlene Frisch, Ellen Daniels, Ranetta Adams, Edith Boling, Dave Bruss, Dorothy 
Vogler, Carol Lester & Family, Janet Hayes, Barb Reinholz, Debra Krysnoski, 
Elaine Goetting, Maxine Linnertz, Kathy Lynn Kromat, Ray Mavers, Esther 
Harbaugh, Pat Row, Richard Brandenburger, Rita Helfrich, Robert & Alice 
Mueller. 
 
Submitted names will remain on the prayer list for one month’s time.  Please call the 
Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list. 
 

 
 If you received a letter regarding a quilt donation for 

November 201 8 or Super Bowl 201 9, please return your 

slip as soon as possible.  If you forgot t o return your slips 

for the upcoming Super Bowl 201 8, it’s not too late!  If 

you have a quilt to donate for Super Bowl 201 8, please let 

us know ASAP!  

January 1st - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God falls on a Monday this year.  

Since it falls on a Monday, it is not a Holy Day of Obligation.   
There will be a 9am Mass on Monday, January 1st, 2018. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DIOCESAN 
EVENTS 

RESPECT LIFE CORNER 
Help Us Build Communities in Keeping with God’s Vision of Justice –The Spirit of the Lord has 
anointed us to bring glad tidings to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and let the oppressed go free. 
In our families and faith communities, how can we cultivate a sense of responsibility for building a 
society in which the dignity of each person is recognized and protected?  Learn, Act, Connect, Pray:  
“Local individuals and groups can make a real difference. They are able to instill a greater sense of 
responsibility, a strong sense of community, a readiness to protect others, a spirit of creativity and a 
deep love for the land. …Social problems must be addressed by community networks and not simply 
but the sum of individual good deeds.” Pope Francis, (Laudato Si') 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows ï Guild Center 

× Way of Lights ï Now til  Sunday, December 31 

Indoor activities, Nightly 5-9pm; Outdoor Way of Lights, Nightly 5-9pm. Closed Christmas Eve, Christmas 

Day, and New Yearôs Day. 

 

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) 
 
Calling all juniors and seniors in high school: TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) weekends: January 13-
15, 2018 at Immaculate Conception in Columbia, IL or February 17-19, 2018 at Mater Dei High 
School in Breese, IL. Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) is a three-day Catholic retreat for the young 
adults of Southern Illinois. It's a place for older teens and young adults to reflect-through talks, skits, 
art, music, sacraments, fellowship and fun-on where they are in life and where they're going, where 
God fits in, where their faith is leading them, and how they can live their faith with love, joy and 
courage. TEC is also open to adult observers (18+). To learn more and/or to apply 
visit: www.bellevilletec.org 

 

Attention freshmen and sophomoresécoming January 20 - 21 , there will be a 

Quest experience held at St. Mary parish in Mt. Carmel, IL .  Quest focuses on 

the relationships in our lives.  For more information/application go to diobelle.org 

then search for Youth Ministry under Departments and Faith Formation.  

Messenger 3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅÒÓȣÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ ÉÎ 2ÅÖÉÅ× ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
December 27th issue.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from The 
Messenger! 

http://www.bellevilletec.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Donations during the Christmas holidays were made in memory of 
and in honor of the following:   

Cyril & Emma Haudrich; Wally Amann and Amann & Voellinger Families; Joseph Schulte;  
George H. Christiansen; Kreher & Eckart Family; Virgil Gregson; Frank Gregson, Quentin 
Gregson, Amie Gregson, & Bobby Pauketat; Wallace  Castens, Quentin Gregson & Frank 
Gregson; Frank Gregson; Dale Griffin; Gene & Teresa Triller & Ken Grohmann; Darrell 
Grohmann, Elmer Haudrich Family; Don Haudrich & The Leo Toenjes Family; Deceased 
Family & Friends of John & Alice Kuehn Family; Joseph & Virginia Parker and Richard & Sylvia 
Link; David Lovelace; In Memory of  Mollet & Wittenauer Family; Carolyn Mudd; Don Wiegard 
& Jimmy Neary; Clem Orlet; Edward J. Parker; Deceased Members of Huss & Powell Families; 
Eugene & Flora Reno; Myrtle & Orville Rist, George H. Christiansen; Deceased Members of 
the Schaefer & Wiegard Families and Kevin Kelley; Noel & Agnes Roscow and Edward & Elma 
Stellhorn; Grace Volpert;  Kern-Neary-Wittenauer Families. 

May the Joy of the Christmas 
Celebration Be With You & Your 

Families!   
Enjoy a safe &  

Merry Christmas!!!!  

The next meeting of the  

Blessed Virgin Altar Sodality will be  

Tuesday, January 2 nd; 7:00 pm  

in the Parish Center  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING AREA EVENTS 
 

FLYERS WILL NOW BE LOCATED IN A 3-RING BINDER AT THE FRONT 
ENTRANCE TO CHURCH.  FEEL FREE TO CHECK OUT THE BINDER IF 

YOU NEED ADDITIONAL INFO ABOUT AN EVENT. 
 

Jan. 22nd – Lifeline Screenings; St. Patrick’s Tipton; All 5 for $139; Call 866-229-0469; or online 
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle; or text the word circle to 797979. 
BINGO - BINGO - BINGO on Monday nights at CKL of I in Swansea.  Bingo (no machines) begins at 7pm 

and proceeds benefit Althoff Catholic High School.  Food and drinks are available 
Euchre -- Every Thursday afternoon starting at 1:00; St. Michael’s Paderborn    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2017 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal  
The Catholic Service and Ministry Appealéjoin us as Partners in Hope 
The ministries and programs that rely on The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 
ensure the healing, teaching and redemptive presence of Jesus Christ for the people 
of our Belleville Diocese.  Yet, their work cannot continue without your help and 
support.  We ask for your continued prayers for the success of the Appeal and, if you 
are able, please consider making a gift.  No amount is too large or small and 
donations are accepted throughout the year.  Thank you and God bless! 
 
If you did not receive a pledge card in the mail, please use one of the envelopes 
available at the side entrance to church or on the radiators at the back of church.   
Our parish participation goal for the appeal is 58 households and our financial 
target is $6,000.00.  Please be as generous as you are able. 
 
Pledges to Date:  37  $5,530 .00  92% of Total Goal 
 
  
    

There will be a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration follow ing the 
8:00 am Mass on Friday, January 5 th , from 8:30 to  9:30 am.  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Second Joyful Mystery  

 THE VISITATION  

1. Mary's cousin Elizabeth conceived a son in her old age... for nothing is 

impossible with God. 

2. Charity prompts Mary to hasten to visit Elizabeth in the hour of her need. 

3. The journey to Elizabeth's home is about eighty miles requiring four or five 

days. 

4. Though long and arduous, the journey is joyous, for Mary bears with her the 

Incarnate Word. 

5. At Mary's salutation, John the Baptist is sanctified in his mother's womb. 

6. Elizabeth exclaims: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb."  

7. "How have I deserved that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" 

8. "Blessed is she who believed that the Lord's words to her would be fulfilled." 

9. Mary replies: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit 

finds joy in God my Savior." 

10. Mary serves her cousin in all humility for three months until the birth of John 

the Baptist. 

Spiritual Fruit:   That the Christmas Season will be rebirth to our faith, 

hope and love.  Pray also for all those that are alone during this Season, that 

we may open our homes and hearts to those in need. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE – OPEN POSITIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT 
 

At this time, there are three open full-time positions for employment in the Diocese of Belleville.  
They are: 

¶ Director of the Office of Education & Faith Formation;  

¶ Administrative Assistant for the Office of Human Resources; and  

¶ Administrative Assistant for the Office of Education. 
 

If you are interested in additional information regarding these positions, please visit the diocesan 
website for the full advertisement.  Web address is: 
http://www.diobelle.org/temporal-affairs/human-resources/employment-opportunities. 

                                   Re-gifting with a Purpose                                                                        
Like all college students, seminarians can benefit from an occasional “Care Package.”  
Please consider donating a gift card, whether it be new or a “re-gifted” card you are 
unable to use.  All cards are appreciated:  department stores; gas stations, restaurants, 
and or cash cards.  You may give cards to the Parish Office and we will forward them to the 
Parish Vocation Office in Belleville. Your generous support of seminarians is appreciated! 

  

 

10th Annual Euchre Tournament 
Sponsored by Ss. Peter & Paul Holy Name Society 

Friday, January 26th, 2018 
Grade School Gym 

Doors open 6:30pm & Tournament starts 7pm 
Prizes awarded for the top 3 places in 2 flights at a minimum.  Tickets are 
$25 & include: 7 rounds of Euchre (12 hands per round), Beverages (Soda, 
water & beer), all you can eat fried chicken (at end of last round).  Info or 
questions call Tim Huels 406-6399 or Josh Phelps 978-4048. 

 

The vocation of Jesus Christ was to be born and incarnate to our world, 

humbling Himself from eternity into the temporal of our world. In the same 

way, our vocation calls us to humble ourselves and enter into the unknown to 

be stretched beyond what we can normally do in our human capacity. We 

celebrate this Christmas as a model for our own call to service and gift, 

knowing that the way won’t be easy. Mary and Joseph sacrificed much in 

their “yes” to vocation to allow Jesus to redeem the world. We are called to 

that same “yes” for Jesus!  

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior High Glow Dance – Gibault Ambassadors Club is sponsoring a Glow Dance 
for grades 7 & 8 on Tuesday, Dec 26, from 7-9PM in the school cafeteria.  Admission 
is $3 or 3 canned goods for a local food pantry.  White or bright colored clothing is 
suggested.  See you then! 

Baseball Camp – Meet Gibault’s Coaching Staff and work with us to take your 
game to the next level! Campers should bring their equipment. Dec 27-29, 9-
11:30AM, grades 5-8.  Questions…contact Coach Andy Skaer: 
askaer@gibaulthawks.com or 618-973-2707 

GIBAULT RAFFLE TICKETS are great Christmas gifts and are now for sale! For only 
$25, you get a chance to win $25 every calendar day between January 1st and May 
31st, with grand prizes of $2000, $1000, $500, and $250 drawn on May 6th, 2018. A 
single ticket can win multiple times! To purchase your chance, contact any Gibault 
student or contact Andrea at the Gibault office, abiske@gibaulthawks.com or 618-939-
3883. Thank you for your support! 

 

NEWS FROM SPPCS… 
 

SPPCS had a special visitor on December 6, the feast day of St. Nicholas. St 
Nick visited each classroom in our school to help remind the students about the 
real "reason for the season".  He also spoke about kindness and gave them 
each a gold chocolate coin to enjoy.  We at SPPCS are so lucky to be able to 
bring "holy heroes" to life in our school.  This not only helps our students learn 
more about the lives of the saints, but also gives them role models to look up to 
as they grow up.  

mailto:abiske@gibaulthawks.com


 

Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

2017/2018 
All programs held in  

Adult Faith Formation House 

TUESDAY Speaker Series 
4th Tuesday of the month 

7:00 ς 8:00 p.m. 
 

Jan. 23: “The Mass: Why we do what we do”: Presenter: Fr. Sebastian, Host: 
Scott & Karen Seaborn 
Feb. 27: “The Five Languages of Love” Presenters: Karen & Scott Seaborn, Host: 
Carrie Higgerson 
March 27: “Life in Prison: Seen through the eyes of a Catholic man who has 
worked, taught, and ministered in the prison system for 25 years”.  Presenter: Jay 
Zielinski; Host: Cate Gross 
April 24:  “The Dignity of Life, Part 1: Beginning of Life Issues” Presenter: Dr. 
Michael Kirk. Host: Dawn Helfrich 
May 22:  “The Dignity of Life, Part 2: End of Life Issues” Presenter: Dr. Michael 
Kirk. Host: Dorothy Kohler 
June 26:  “How God is Present Even in the Midst of Unimaginable Tragedy”. 
Presenter: Sarah Hartrum-Decareaux. Host: Carrie Higgerson 

WELCOME DEACON TOM HELFRICH 
 
Please welcome Deacon Tom Helfrich, of SS. Peter and Paul Parish, to St. 
Augustine of Canterbury Parish NEXT WEEKEND, December 30th and 31st, the 
Feast of the Holy Family.  Deacon Tom will serve as deacon and be the homilist for 
both of these Masses.   
 
Permanent deacons receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders.  In addition to preaching 
at Mass, they can preside at weddings, baptisms and funeral services outside of 
Mass.  They are also called to serve the people of the Diocese along with our Bishop 
and our priests.  Classes will be forming in 2018 for those who may be called to the 
permanent diaconate. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2018 Contribution Boxes are at the 
front entrance of church.  Please pick 
up your box and take it home with you.  
Thanks! 

HAS YOUR ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER CHANGED?  ARE 
YOU JUST USING A CELL # NOW AND NEED TO ELIMINATE 
YOUR LANDLINE NUMBER?  HAVE YOU HAD A CHILD 
RELOCATE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE?  ARE YOU 
NOT ON OUR PARISH AND NEED TO REGISTER? 
The 2018 Parish List will be published early in 2018 and so the 
Office would appreciate any updates or changes as soon as 
possible.  If you have any changes, please let us know by dropping 
a note in the collection basket, by calling 473-2217, or by sending 
email to staug@htc.net.  Thank you very much!!! 
 

The 2018 “Rejoice, O Earth” Calendars are now available at 

the entrances to church.  Please take one per household.   

Thank you to our sponsors again this year… 

Hecker Community Center  

Nu- Deal Oil Co .  

Total Titanium  

Wm. F. Braun Milk Hauling  
 

LECTOR TRAINING  
We will have two sessions of Lector Training held 

following the 8:30 am Masses on Sunday, January 14 th  
and Sunday, January 21 st .  You will need to only attend 

one or the other of the sessions, n ot both!  This is for 
all current weekend and weekday lectors, as well as, 

any new volunteers interested in becoming a lector.  
Any questions, please call the Parish Office, 473 -2217.  
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