ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY
HECKER, ILLINOIS 62248
REV. LINUS UMOREN, ADMINISTRATOR
PARISH OFFICE 473-2217 FAX 473-9141
E-MAIL ADDRESS: staug@htc.net
PARISH WEBSITE: https://www.staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com
To contact Father Linus Umoren, CM; when not in Parish Office,
Cell #618/666-2217
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059
House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618/939-8680
Confessions: are heard each Saturday night from 4 to 4:45 pm and
each Sunday from 8 to 8:20 am.
Parish Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Closed from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch.
VOL. 57 NO. 8 – FEBRUARY 20th, 2022
THEME FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: In baptism we are called to mirror and
image the mercy and forgiveness the Lord has won for us. As David would not harm Saul his enemy, so we
are challenged to love and pardon those who wrong us.

MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat. 2-19
Sun. 2-20

5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30 am – For the Deceased Siblings of Roy Schreder

Fri. 2-25

8:00 am – Marie Kaiser

Sat. 2-26
Sun. 2-27

5:00 pm – For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30 am – Gilbert E. & Hedwig Birkner

EFFECTIVE MONDAY, AUGUST 30TH,
2021 AND UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE,
ALL INDIVIDUALS, REGARDLESS OF
THEIR VACINATION STATUS, AGE TWO
& OLDER, ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR A
MASK WHILE INDOORS. THIS
INCLUDES WEEKDAY & WEEKEND
MASSES AND ALL INDOOR PARISH
SOCIAL EVENTS!

OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD: 2-13-2022
Sunday Envelopes (80) - $2,734.00
Loose – $96.00
Scholarship Fund - $2,179.00
(Total Donated since 8/1/2021)
Thank you very much for your generosity!

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, February 26th; 5pm
Sunday, February 27th; 8:30am
Set Up: Biffars
Set Up: Arnie Eckart
Lector:
Lector: Kay Haudrich
Servers:
Servers:
Extraordinary Minister: Alice Kuehn
Extraordinary Minister: Dale Haudrich
Sanitizers: Biffars
Sanitizers:
Camera: Dana Mehrmann
Camera: Mike Karban

Please pray for the following:
Darlene Frisch, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge Abel, Madalyn Killebrew, Bill Cowell, Dave
Bruss, Ruth Cortner, Aria Wagner, Ed Weiler, Joe Gregson, Penny Hofstetter,
Michelle Knefelkamp, Walter Krysnoski, Zach Wheat, Bruce Vierheller, Kenny
Kern, Marcia Rheinecker, Gary Wittenauer, Ricky Wittenauer, Lois Papenberg,
Ava Kern, Nancy Grohmann and John Link.
For Active Service Personnel: Justin S. Bushong, Coast Guard and
Austin Gregson, United States Marine Corp.
Please call the Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list.

As a reminder, at this time, we are required to follow some specific guidelines
from the Diocese:




Everyone age 2 & older must wear a mask to Mass.
Extraordinary Ministers must wear a mask when distributing
communion.
Servers are NOT to wear an alb at this time; please wear nice church
clothes (otherwise someone is going to have to wash the albs after
every Mass).

There will be choir practice on
Thursday, February 24th at 3:00 pm!
New members are always welcomed!
Thank you to EVERYONE who helped
with last Sunday’s Super Bowl Drive Thru
Chicken Dinner & Raffle! We ended up
selling 432 dinners. Further details will
be shared in an upcoming bulletin!

FR. LINUS UMOREN, C.M.
Reflection for the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
A man who lived a very immoral life died and found himself standing before the gates
of heaven. Saint Peter was already looking up his record in the book. “This doesn’t
look good.” said Saint Peter. “You were cruel, unjust, selfish, and manipulative. What
is even worse, I can’t find a single action of generosity or kindness in your entire life.”
“Wait a minute, wait a minute.” said the man, “I distinctly remember twenty years ago I
saw a homeless child on the street, and I gave that child a quarter. Look it up. It
should be there.” “Ah, you’re right,” said Saint Peter, “it’s here. I missed it because it
was in a footnote. But it still it is not very much.” “But it’s there,” the man said, “It has
to count for something.” “I’m not sure.” said Saint Peter. “I’m going to have to take this
upstairs. Excuse me for a minute.” Saint Peter left to discuss the matter with God.
When he returned, the man asked, “What did God say?” “Well,” St Peter said, “God
told me to give you back your quarter and tell you to go to hell.”
The gospel reading this weekend continues the teaching that began in last Sunday's
gospel. Jesus' words challenge those who would follow him. According to Him, if
anyone wants to be a disciple, he or she must learn to love as God does. God loves
and forgives unconditionally. Therefore, He invites us to love and forgive and seek no
benefit from the good we do. God's love for humanity is often unimaginable and most
often beyond expectations. Pope John Paul II tried to show an outstanding response
to God's when he forgave Mehmet Ali Ağca, the Turkish assassin who shot and
injured him on May 13, 1981.
Consequently, when Jesus invites us to the love of enemies, he challenges us to be
the light of the world. He says, "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you." These words are deliberate and precise. The measure we give is the measure
we shall receive.
Although it is challenging to love ones' enemies and forgive them, God's grace is
sufficient for us if we are open to it.

BEGIN YOUR LENT WITH CONFESSION!
"24 HOURS OF MERCY" Fri Mar 4/ Sat Mar 5
Bishop McGovern asks that Catholics in our area have the opportunity
to receive the Lord's mercy early in the Lent season.
There will be 24 consecutive hours of Confessions at the Cathedral
beginning Fri Mar 4 at 3 PM and continuing until Sat Mar 5 at 3 PM.
Eighteen priests will take turns through Fri. afternoon, evening -then all night long -- and on Sat. morning and afternoon.
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for the 24 hours.
The priests will welcome you at any time, and help you -especially if it's been a while since your last Confession.
(Cathedral Knights of Columbus will provide security and assistance.)
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His mercy endures forever!

2022 LENTEN SEASON
Soon after the Christmas season, we begin planning for the Season of Lent and Easter.
Again this year, we will be offering Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm on Tuesday nights
during Lent, as well as, following the 8:00 am Mass on Fridays.
Kevin Schreder has volunteered to organize the Tuesday night Stations and is looking for
volunteers to assist with leading the Stations, carrying the cross & candles, etc. If you
would like to volunteer this Lenten Season, please give Kevin at call at 618/473-2925.

9th Annual BABY BOTTLE
COLLECTION
We ask that you return the bottle to
church no later than THIS SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 20TH! If you have any
questions, please call the Parish Office at
473-2217.

At this time, St. Augustine’s Parish is seeking a replacement for the groundskeeper
position at the Cemetery. Typical mowing season would be March to October
depending on the weather & growing season. The actual hours are flexible and
can be set to work with your personal schedule. All necessary equipment is
provided for your use.
If you would be interested or have additional questions, please contact the Parish
Office by calling 618/473-2217 or sending an email to staug@htc.net.

NEEDED – KIRCHENFEST CHAIRMAN FOR 2022
In a previous bulletin, we announced that Denny Biffar and
John Kaiser were resigning as the Chairmen of the
Kirchenfest. We are looking for someone to take on this
volunteer position for 2022. Please contact the Parish Office
if you have questions, or if you would be interested in
volunteering.

CAMERA OPERATORS…
We could use some additional volunteers to cover the weekend
Masses when we live stream our Masses…any students 7th
grade and older, as well as, any adults who would be
interested, please call Joan at the Parish Office 473-2217 or
email to staug@htc. There is a short training session
beforehand!!! We wish to continue to offer this service to
those who are unable to attend Mass in person!!!

NEW DATE -- The All Class School Reunion has
been rescheduled for SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH,
2022. Mass will be held at 11:00 am. Further
details to follow!

COMING EVENTS
Special Movie Showing
The Social Justice Committee of St. Teresa’s/St. Luke’s parishes would like to invite everyone (over
the age of 16) to a showing of the Movie “Unplanned”.
Date: Thursday, February 24
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Place: St. Teresa’s Parish Center at 1108 Lebanon Ave., Belleville
This true story about Abby Johnson, an up & rising director of a Planned Parenthood facility, is a
powerful example of conversion from the “culture of death” to Jesus’ Resurrection Life.
As seating may be limited, an RSVP is required, and you can call either:
Rosemary at 618-977-6638 or Carol at 618-401-1778 or Pat at 618-416-0340 or 765-635-6156
We feel this is a perfect preparation for the upcoming 40Days for Life Spring Campaign, which begins
on Ash Wednesday, March 2 and ends on Palm Sunday, April 10. Note: COVID rules will apply.
Camp O Trivia Night - Saturday, March 5th at Holy Trinity Church in Fairview
Heights, IL. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $30 each or $200 for a table of up
to 8 people. Raffle prizes and games during the event. To make a reservation
visit www.ondessonk.comEvents page or contact Emily Reider at 618-695-2489
x112.
Mar 6th – All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast; St. Augustine’s Belleville; 8am-12:30pm; Carryouts available.

VARIOUS QUILT OF THE MONTH RAFFLES IN THE AREA


Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault – January-December 2022. $20 per ticket; Call
618/458-7710; Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Michael, Paderborn – January thru December 2022. $20 per ticket. Contact Sue Walsh
473-2798. Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Liborius, St. Libory – March 2022 thru February 2023. $40 per ticket. Contact Debbie
Buss 618/410-8109. There are currently two tickets in the St. Augustine Parish Office.



Holy Trinity, Fairview Heights – January thru December 2022. $30 each or 4 for $100.
Limited tickets in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.

DIOCESAN
EVENTS
RESPECT LIFE CORNER
“We often assume parenthood happens easily after ‘I do,’ but for many married couples, it
does not. For some, the joy of conception never happens. Others suffer repeated
miscarriages. Still others experience secondary infertility… If you experience difficulty
bringing a child into your family, know that you are not alone. God is with you, and his
Church desires to walk with you… God has a beautiful plan for your life as a married
couple.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Seven Considerations While Navigating
Infertility” respectlife.org/navigating-infertility
In
“

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE -- PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!! While we have been home under our
stay at home orders, Planned Parenthood has continued to see women (some report one woman
every 20 minutes six days a week). It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and
confidential help in their time of need. It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our
communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage
reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially
contact someone by phone or email. Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with
additional information: https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel.

Messenger Subscription Renewal Is Ongoing…
The Messenger Newspaper Subscription Renewal Weekend started Feb. 5-6.
Please stay connected with your Diocese through a subscription to The
Messenger Catholic Newspaper. Payments can be made via your Messenger
envelope or on-line at www.bellevillemessenger.org
Please make checks payable to the Messenger not to St. Augustine’s. If you
turn your envelopes in to the parish, they will be mailed to the Messenger’s
Office! The cost is still only $25 for print or digital and $30 for both!

THE 2022 CSMA CAMPAIGN HAS BEGUN…
more details will be shared in upcoming bulletins!
The initial mailing from the Diocese was done earlier this
week…you may return your pledge card & monies in our collection
at the weekend Masses.

“There is a real possibility that I never would have existed outside the
womb. My birth mother had scheduled an abortion, but grace
intervened, and she placed me for adoption instead. When I first felt
the call to the priesthood many years later, it seemed to come out of
nowhere. Growing up, I thought about being a baseball player, a
doctor, a game show host. But a priest? Never. Now I can see that
the Lord was preparing me for this vocation from the very beginning.
My parents adopted me and planted the first seeds of faith; the
witness of good priests, religious sisters and lay teachers sowed
countless more. Jesus drew me into his heart and led me to the
seminary. I am humbled and grateful that he has chosen to share his
priesthood with me.” Father Ryan Kaup; Diocese of Lincoln, Ne.
Columbia Magazine

HAVE YOU HEARD OF SERRA CLUB? The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of
Catholic men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed
religious life. Our purpose is to inform our community of the need for all vocations. We honor
our religious with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and a new Priest
Dinner. We pray for our seminarians and help them celebrate their birthdays. Our club meets
every 1st & 3rd Friday of the month at the Shrine of our Lady of the Snows. There is a Mass at
11:45am; lunch, a brief meeting & a guest speaker. For more information, please contact
Marvin Winkeler (402-214-1155) or Mel Lucash (618-531-4244). PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!

Part-Time Accounting/Bookkeeper Position Available
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Belleville Council
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Belleville Council, a Catholic, non-profit 501c-3 that serves the
poor, has a part-time bookkeeper/accounting position available at the Council Office, 8800 West
Main Street, Belleville (across from Blessed Sacrament Church). This experienced candidate must
be proficient with Quick Books Pro, accounts receivable/accounts payable, payroll/payroll taxes,
financial reports, budget preparation and enjoy interacting with people. If interested in applying,
please call 618-394-0126 and leave a message or text 618-799-8505.

Society of St. Vincent De Paul Needs Your Help
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Night-Time Drop-In Center has operated at full capacity almost
every night, helping homeless men, women and children survive freezing temperatures and dangers
of the city streets. In addition, Cosgrove’s Soup Kitchen serves hundreds of hungry people each
week. We humbly ask for your prayers for St. Vincent de Paul staff and clients and, if you are able,
to help us provide any of these much-needed items:
Individually packaged cookies, fruit cups, tuna and chicken snack packs, chips, crackers,
cheese sticks, yogurt cups, cereal, Pop Tarts, breakfast bars, soup or pasta in a cup and
bottled water. In addition, laundry detergent pods, paper towels, toilet paper and tissues are
always in short supply.
Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., at:
St. Vincent de Paul Office
8800 West Main Street, Belleville, Illinois 62223 (across from Blessed Sacrament Church)
or
SVDP Thrift Store/Soup Kitchen
3718 State Street, East St. Louis 62205
If you have questions or need additional information, please call the SVDP Council office at 618-394-0126.
Thank you and God bless you for your generosity which enables our ministry to the poorest among us.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – Visitors Center
Resurrection and the Afterlife in the New Testament Video Study
Four-part Series -- Facilitator: Fr. Mark Dean, OMI
Tuesdays, February 22, March 1 & 8, 10 am – 12 Noon
As Catholics, we profess to believe in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, but what
exactly does this mean? In this course, you will explore the origin, context and meanings of the Christian
beliefs about the afterlife. You will gain an understanding of the afterlife in the New Testament, exploring the
words of Jesus, the Gospels, the Apostles Peter and Paul, and the Visions in the Apocalypse of John.
Cost: $20 for series; $5 per session; For more info, call 618-394-6281.
Register online at https://snows.org/ministries/spiritual-programs/

QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING
BENEFITTING SS. PETER & PAUL CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
TUESDAYS AT OUTSIDERS IN WATERLOO
TICKET SALES END AT 6:30 PM
DRAWINGS HELD AT 7:00 PM

** SS PETER & PAUL, WATERLOO - WURSTMARKT **
Mark your calendars for a delicious pork sausage dinner on Sunday, February
27. Drive-through meal pick-up from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm. Dinners will be $12
each and will include pork sausage, mashed potatoes and gravy, sauerkraut,
green beans, and bread. There will not be Bingo this year due to COVID
concerns.

YOU CAN PURCHASE YOUR GALA TICKETS,
RAFFLE TICKETS THROUGH THIS LINK
Sppcsgala2022.givesmart.com
Click on “Buy Tickets”

NEWS FROM GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL…
Top Golf -- Fill a bay at our Top Golf Fundraiser! March 20, 2022,
from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., with Registration at 10:30 a.m. and
Lunch at 11:30 a.m. For more info or sponsorship opportunities,
visit https://one.bidpal.net/gibaulttopgolf
Strawberry Sales -- Our FFA Chapter is selling fresh strawberries $30/flat (8 quarts), $20/half-flat, or $5/quart. Orders are due Feb.
23, with delivery the week of March 7. To order, email Ms. Johnson
at ljohnson@gibaulthawks.com or contact a Gibault FFA member.
A delicious way to show your support of our FFA program!
Visit Gibault! You’re invited to see what makes Gibault so
unique! Spend a day in the life of a Gibault student as a Shadow
Visitor. Attend classes, meet teachers, eat lunch in our cafeteria,
and more! Our Shadow Program is open to 7th & 8th graders, as
well as current high school students. The entire family is welcome
to take part in a Private Tour. Tours are a perfect way to see our
campus and ask any questions you may have. Schedule your tour or
shadow visit at https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire.
Taste of the Region -- Save the date for Taste of the Region,
presented by The Gibault Women’s Club. This year’s event will be
held on Saturday, March 26, at Gibault. Ticketing information
coming soon. If you are interested in participating as a vendor,
please contact Diane Ramey at ddndoug@charter.net.
We’re #gibaultproud of: our senior girls’ basketball players Alyssa Grither (Sts. Peter & Paul Parish), Autumn Ramey
(Immaculate Conception Parish), and Sarah Ann Steibel (St.
Patrick’s Parish – Ruma).

Over the next few bulletins, we will be including portions of the recent
Encyclical Letter from Pope Francis…
ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI TUTTI OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP
THE ULTIMATE FOUNDATION
272. As believers, we are convinced that, without an openness to the Father of all, there will be
no solid and stable reasons for an appeal to fraternity. We are certain that “only with this
awareness that we are not orphans, but children, can we live in peace with one another”.[260]
For “reason, by itself, is capable of grasping the equality between men and of giving stability to
their civic coexistence, but it cannot establish fraternity:.[261]
273. In this regard, I wish to cite the following memorable statement: “If there is no transcendent
truth, in obedience to which man achieves his full identity, then there is no sure principle for
inevitably set them in opposition to one another. If one does not acknowledge transcendent truth,
then the force of power takes over, and each person tends to make full use of the means at his
disposal to order to impose his own interests or his own opinion, with no regard for the rights of
others…The root of modern totalitarianism is to be found in the denial of the transcendent dignity
of the human person who, as the visible image of the invisible God, is therefore by his very nature
the subject of rights that no one may violate – no individual, group, class, nation or state. Not
even the majority of the social body may violate these rights, by going against the minority”. [262]
274. From our faith experience and from the wisdom accumulated over centuries, but also from
lessons learned from our many weaknesses and failures, we, the believers of the different
religions, know that our witness to God benefits our societies. The effort to seek God with a
sincere heart, provided it is never sullied by ideological or self-serving aims, helps us recognize
one another as travelling companions, truly brothers and sisters. We are convinced that “when,
in the name of an ideology, there is an attempt to remove God from a society, that society ends
up adoring idols, and very soon mean and women lose their way, their dignity is trampled and
their rights violated. You know well how much suffering is caused by the denial of freedom of
conscience and of religious freedom, and how that wound leaves a humanity which is
impoverished, because it lacks hope and ideals to guide it”.[263]
275. It should be acknowledged that “among the most important causes of the crises of the
modern world are a desensitized human conscience, a distancing from religious values and the
prevailing individualism accompanied by materialistic philosophies that deify the human person
and introduce worldly and material values in place of supreme and transcendental principles”.
[264] It is wrong when the only voices to be heard in public debate are those of the powerful and
“experts”. Room needs to be made for reflections born of religious traditions that are the
repository of centuries of experience and wisdom. For “religious classics can prove meaningful in
every age; they have an enduring power [to open new horizons, to stimulate thought, to expand
the mind and the heart]”. Yet often they are viewed with disdain as a result of “the myopia of a
certain rationalism”. [265]

