ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY
HECKER, ILLINOIS 62248
REV. LINUS UMOREN, ADMINISTRATOR
PARISH OFFICE 473-2217 FAX 473-9141
E-MAIL ADDRESS: staug@htc.net
PARISH WEBSITE: https://www.staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com
To contact Father Linus Umoren, CM when not in Parish Office:
Cell 618/666-2217
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059
House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618/939-8680
Parish Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Closed from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch.
VOL. 56 NO. 2 – JANUARY 10th, 2021
THEME FOR THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD: Jesus is the beloved Son of the Father. He is the light
of the nations and Lord of all creation. To him be all glory and praise!

MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat. 1-9
Sun. 1-10

5:00 pm – Bonnie Casey, Ray Maurer, and A Special Intention
8:30 am -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s

Sat. 1-16
Sun. 1-17

5:00 pm – Don Bruss, Charlie Kreher, & Eileen Wagner
8:30 am -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s

DON’T FORGET TO CALL 4732217 OR EMAIL staug@htc.net
THE PARISH OFFICE NO LATER
THAN 3PM ON THURSDAYS TO
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS
FOR THE WEEKEND MASSES.
THIS SYSTEM WILL BE IN
PLACE UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.

PARISH COUNT: 66
OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD: 1-3-2021
Sunday Envelopes (48) - $2,843.00
Loose – $23.00
Youth (2) - $6.00
Scholarship Fund - $485.00
(Total Donated since 8/1/2020)
Thank you very much for your generosity!

Each week on Thursday afternoons, I will put the bulletins inside the mailboxes & at
the beginning of the month the Word Among Us will also be available.
St. Augustine’s will be live streaming Masses at 5pm on Saturdays and 8:30am on
Sundays. See St. Augustine’s Facebook Page.

Saturday, January 16th; 5pm
Set Up: Kevin Schreder
Lector: Eric Schreder
Greeter: Joan Powell
Usher: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sanitizers: Schreders

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, January 17th, 8:30am
Set Up: Arnie Eckart
Lector: Jonella Donius
Greeter: Kay & Dale Haudrich
Usher: Kay & Dale Haudrich
Sanitizers: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please pray for the following:
Darlene Frisch, John & Ellen Daniels, Alice Krysnoski, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge
Abel, Cheryl Zanders, Madalyn Killebrew, Stephanie Amann Stosberg, Bill Cowell,
Dave Bruss, Ruth Cortner, Aria Wagner, Vickie Van de Riet Minden, Carol
Grohmann, Joyce Koetting, Mary Harbaugh Neisler, Ed Weiler, Joe Gregson, Ryan
Mueth, Lisa Davenport, Penny Hofstetter, Linda Lehmann, Dylane & Julie Doerr,
and Dorothy Vogler.
Please call the Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list.

PRAY FOR Frances Rendleman, former parishioner of
St. Augustine’s, who died and was buried this past
week. Please remember her and her family in your
prayers. May her soul and all souls of the faithful
departed rest in peace.
PRAY FOR Kaye Eschmann, wife of Norbert Eschmann
and parishioner of St. Augustine’s, who died and was
buried this past week. Please remember her and her
family in your prayers. May her soul and all souls of the
faithful departed rest in peace.

As many of you know, Fr. Von fell earlier in December and injured his right leg.
He’s been using a leg brace and walker to get around his home, and he just saw
an orthopedic surgeon this past Tuesday. Thursday, January 7 th, Fr. Von had
outpatient surgery to repair a torn quadriceps ligament. If you are interested in
sending Fr. Von a get-well card at PO Box 98; Freeburg, IL 62243.

FR. LINUS UMOREN, C.M.
Reflection on the Baptism of the Lord
After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way
home in the back seat of the car. His father asked him three times what was wrong.
Finally, the boy replied, "That priest said he wanted us brought up in a Christian
home, and I wanted to stay with you guys."
The Christmas season closes with a focus on the baptism of Christ. The story
of Jesus' baptism, which we read in the gospel of Mark this weekend, is closely linked
to the epiphany. Jesus does not stumble upon John. Instead, he seeks him out at the
Jordan for baptism. But John would describe Him as the one who will baptize with the
Holy Spirit.
John's baptism was for the forgiveness of sin and repentance. His baptism is not the
end but an opening to the spirit. Before the baptism of Jesus, John does not speak so
much about the Holy Spirit. But Jesus' baptism witnesses an extraordinary event—the
descent of the Holy Spirit upon Him. "No sooner had he come up out of the water than
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favor rests on you.”
(Mark 1: 1:11 NAB).
This declaration is echoed in the latter part of Jesus' ministry at the
transfiguration. But this time, the added clause is, "Listen to him." God proclaims the
identity of Jesus to which the Holy Spirit is a witness at Jesus' baptism. Thus, Jesus'
baptism transforms the Christian baptism from a mere ritual act for the forgiveness of
sin to actual participation in the divine life of Christ. So that the Son of God may
participate in human nature, he had to experience the ritual of the cleansing waters of
baptism. Henceforth, he offers to the world the gift of a new life and adoption through
faith. It is that gift of adoption through faith that we renew as we celebrate the baptism
of Christ. We also replace the implication of our baptism; that is, our participatory life
in his death and resurrection. Note also that the celebration of the baptism of Christ
brings the Christmastide to an end. Henceforth, we return to the ordinary time of the
Church.

“RACIAL HARMONY PRAYER SERVICE: You are invited to
attend a special Ecumenical Prayer Service for racial
harmony in connection with observance of the birthday of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The service will be held at the
Cathedral on Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 2:00 PM. Bishop
Michael McGovern will deliver the sermon. Since seating
will be limited, please contact St. Augustine of Hippo
Church at 618-274-0655 to reserve a seat. This event is
being sponsored by the Diocesan Racial Justice and Equity
initiative.”

DIOCESAN
EVENTS
RESPECT LIFE CORNER
“
“Thus says the Lord; all you are thirsty, come to the water.” In Isaiah 55,
Reading One, we receive an invitation to receive the fullness of God’s love that He
has for each one of us. God asks for one thing: for us to listen to Him. “Come to me
heedfully, listen, that you may have life.” The invitation to come to the water
represents the fullness of life that God promises. The water also represents the water
of baptism that frees us from original sin. Once things return to normal, we will be
able to make the sign of the Cross again with Holy water that symbolizes our own
baptism. Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- We must understand that God’s ways are
not our ways. Listening to Him requires us to prayerfully suspend our human
expectations. Through prayer we must discern the seeds that He is planting in the
world for us. Those who pray and listen to Him will see the seeds grow and blossom.
DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE LAUNCHES PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!! While we have been home under our
stay at home orders, Planned Parenthood has continued to see women (some report one woman
every 20 minutes six days a week). It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and
confidential help in their time of need. It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our
communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage
reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially
contact someone by phone or email. Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with
additional information: https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel.

“Though I was raised in a Catholic family and blessed with good priests throughout my life,
the priesthood did not attract me when I was young. In fact, during college, I didn’t even
practice the faith. The Lord eventually led me back to the Church, and when he began to
call me to the priesthood, I was both terrified and excited. He was asking me to sacrifice my
will and to trust and follow him. This meant breaking up with the girl I was dating and
placing my desires for fatherhood and family into his hands. Had I been called when I was
younger, I wouldn’t have been mature enough in my faith to answer with generosity and
trust that led me to the priesthood.” Father Jonathan Schnobrich, Diocese of Burlington, VT
Columbia Magazine, October 2020

HAVE YOU HEARD OF SERRA CLUB? The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of
Catholic men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed
religious life. Our purpose is to inform our community of the need for all vocations. We honor
our religious with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and a new Priest
Dinner. We pray for our seminarians and help them celebrate their birthdays. For more
information please contact Marvin Winkeler (402-214-1155) or Mel Lucash (618-531-4244).
PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!

St. Anthony's Parish, Lively Grove, is offering a monthly Quilt and Cash raffle from August 2020 thru
July 2021. Each month a lucky winner will receive a hand stitched, queen-sized quilt or $300. Winning
tickets will go back in the raffle and be eligible for all remaining raffles. Ticket cost is $40. Please
contact Cheryl Hentges, clhentges@yahoo.com or at (618)824-6637 for tickets. Check out our
Facebook page to see the quilts. St. Anthony’s is sponsoring this raffle as a way to help fill the
financial void left by cancellation of our annual picnic due to COVID-19 restrictions.
“QUILT OF THE MONTH” – January –December 2021
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault
$20 per ticket; drawing last Sunday of each Month
Winner need not be present to win
Visit their Facebook page to view the quilts
Our Lady of Good Counsel@OLGC.Renault
Questions, contact 618-458-7710
If interested, some tickets are available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.

St. Michael’s Paderborn is sponsoring a Quilt of the Month Raffle. Raffle begins January 2021
through December 2021. A beautiful queen-sized hand-made quilt will be given away each
month. Tickets are $20 each & give you 12 chances to win. Tickets are available in the Parish
Office at St. Augustine’s. If you have additional questions, call Sue Walsh at 473-2798, St.
Michael’s Parish Office.

We have received some Christmas gift books from SS Peter and Paul: Do Something Beautiful for God. It
contains a brief biography of Mother Theresa, now a Saint, and brief daily reflections or essential teachings of
Mother Theresa. For example “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love”.
This book will be available at the entrances to church.
You and your families are encouraged to use this wonderful book in 2021; maybe read the reflection for the
day as you gather around the breakfast table in the morning, or around the dinner table in the evening. As we
continue our journeys through these difficult times of the pandemic, I think we could all use a little time for
reflection and time to find comfort. As it states on the back of the book - "These will comfort you in your
affliction, and afflict you in your comfort."

Our PreK-C class
blessed their
classroom! It’s almost
like their second home
and they wanted
everyone who comes
to visit them during the
year to enjoy the
blessing of Christ!

NEWS FROM GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL…
Gibault Raffle-Mania! It's not too late to purchase your Raffle-Mania ticket! Lots
of chances to win with daily, monthly, and grand prize drawings. You can buy your
ticket online at www.GibaultRaffle.givesmart.com or contact the school office at 9393883.
From Our Enrollment Office -- Our placement exam for the Class of 2025 is
rescheduled for Saturday, January 16, 2021, at 8:30 a.m. Please RSVP to Susan
Mackin at smackin@gibaulthawks.com.
We are currently offering private tours of our campus and are also scheduling shadow
visits. To schedule a tour or arrange a shadow visit, contact our Director of
Enrollment, Kelly Day, at kday@gibaulthawks.com or 939-3883.
We’re #gibaultproud of: Reagan Herrmann(Immaculate Conception Parish) for
being recognized in the Hawk Spotlight and our FFA Ag Communications Team for
their overall second place finish at their competition and individual category
finishes: Logan Mechler (Sts. Peter & Paul Parish) – first; Aleaha Anderson –
first; Melissa Bernal (Holy Childhood Parish–Mascoutah) – fifth; and Macy
Schneider (Sts. Peter & Paul Parish) – fifth.

Over the next few bulletins, we will be including portions of the recent
Encyclical Letter from Pope Francis…
ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI TUTTI OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP
24. We should also recognize that “even though the international community has adopted numerous
agreements aimed at ending slavery in all its forms, and has launched various strategies to combat this
phenomenon, millions of people today – children, women and men of all ages – are deprived of freedom and
forced to live in conditions akin to slavery…Today, as in the past, slavery is rooted in a notion of the human
person that allows him or her to be treated as an object…Whether by coercion, or deception, or by physical
or psychological duress, human persons created in the image and likeness of God are deprived of their
freedom, sold and reduced to being the property of others. They are treated as a means to an
end…[criminal networks] are skilled in using modern means of communication as a way of luring young men
and women in various parts of the world”.[21] A perversion that exceeds all limits when it subjugates women
and then forces them to abort. An abomination that goes to the length of kidnapping persons for the sake of
selling their organs. Trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms of enslavement are a worldwide
problem that needs to be taken seriously by humanity as a whole: “since criminal organizations employ
global networks to achieve their goals, efforts to eliminate this phenomenon also demand a common, and
indeed, a global effort on the part of various sectors or society”.[22]
Conflict and fear
25. War, terrorist attacks, racial or religious persecution, and many other affronts to human dignity are
judged differently, depending on how convenient it proves for certain, primarily economic, interests. What is
true as long as it is convenient for someone in power stops being true once it becomes inconvenient. These
situations of violence, sad to say, “have become so common as to constitute a real ‘third world war’ fought
piecemeal”. [23]
26. This should not be surprising, if we realize that we no longer have common horizons that unite us;
indeed, the first victim of every way is “the human family’s innate vocation to fraternity”. As a result, “every
threatening situation breeds mistrust and leads people to withdraw into their own safety zone”. [24] Our
world is trapped in a strange contradiction: we believe that we can “ensure stability and peace through a
false sense of security sustained by a mentality of fear and mistrust”. [25]
27. Paradoxically, we have certain ancestral fears that technological development has not succeeded in
eliminating; indeed, those fears have been able to hide a spread behind new technologies. Today too,
outside the ancient town walls lies the abyss, the territory of the unknown, the wilderness. Whatever comes
from there cannot be trusted, for it is unknown, unfamiliar, not part of the village. It is the territory of the
“barbarian”, from whom we must defend ourselves at all costs. As a result, new walls are erected for selfpreservation, the outside world ceases to exist and leaves only “my” world, to the point that others, no longer
considered human beings possessed of an inalienable dignity, become only “them”. Once more we
encounter “the temptation to build a culture of walls, to raise walls, walls in the heart, walls on the land, in
order to prevent this encounter with other cultures, with other people. And those who raise walls will end up
as slaves within the very walls they have built. They are left without horizons, for they lack this interchange
with others”. [26]
28. The loneliness, fear and insecurity experienced by those who feel abandoned by the system creates a
fertile terrain for various ”mafias”. These flourish because they claim to be defenders of the forgotten, often
by providing various forms of assistance even as they pursue their criminal interests. There also exists a
typically “Mafioso” pedagogy that, by appealing to a false communitarian mystique, creates bonds of
dependency and fealty from which it is very difficult to break free.

