ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY
HECKER, ILLINOIS 62248
REV. LINUS UMOREN, ADMINISTRATOR
PARISH OFFICE 473-2217 FAX 473-9141
E-MAIL ADDRESS: staug@htc.net
PARISH WEBSITE: https://www.staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com
To contact Father Linus Umoren, CM; when not in Parish Office,
Cell #618/666-2217
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059
House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618/939-8680
Confessions: are heard each Saturday night from 4 to 4:45 pm and
each Sunday from 8 to 8:20 am.
Parish Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Closed from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch.
VOL. 57 NO. 11 – MARCH 13TH, 2022
THEME FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT: Abram’s faith is sealed with a covenant initiated by
God, our light and our salvation. The transfiguration of Jesus prefigures the transformation in glory to which
we are called by our sharing in the paschal mystery – the dying and rising of Jesus.

MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat. 3-12
Sun. 3-13

5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30 am – Norbert Wittenauer, Urban Wittenauer, and
Clyde Kreher

Fri. 3-18

8:00 am – John Rheinecker, Paul Bonde, and Bob Hoffarth

Sat. 3-19
Sun. 3-20

5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30 am – Wylma Wachtel and Celesta Kabureck

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
DURING LENT…
Every Tuesday evening at 7:00
pm and every Friday following
the 8:00 am Mass.
There will be Choir
Practice on Monday,
March 14th at 3pm!

OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD: 3-6-22
Sunday Envelopes (83) - $2,815.00
Loose – $122.00
Scholarship Fund - $2,227.00
(Total Donated since 8/1/2021)
Recent “Baby Bottle” Collection for Life
Network in Waterloo -- $318.00.
Thank you very much for your generosity!

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, March 19th; 5pm
Sunday, March 20th; 8:30am
Set Up: Donna Rheinecker
Set Up: Elaine Biffar
Lector: Donna Rheinecker
Lector: Jonella Donius
Servers:
Servers: Tim Donius
Extraordinary Minister: Ruth Wittenauer
Extraordinary Minister: Elaine Rader
Camera:
Camera: Drew Donius

Please pray for the following:
Darlene Frisch, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge Abel, Madalyn Killebrew, Bill Cowell, Dave
Bruss, Ruth Cortner, Aria Wagner, Ed Weiler, Joe Gregson, Penny Hofstetter,
Michelle Knefelkamp, Walter Krysnoski, Zach Wheat, Bruce Vierheller, Kenny
Kern, Marcia Rheinecker, Gary Wittenauer, Ricky Wittenauer, Lois Papenberg,
Ava Kern, Nancy Grohmann and John Link.
For Active Service Personnel: Justin S. Bushong, Coast Guard and
Austin Gregson, United States Marine Corp.
Please call the Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list.

IN CASE YOU MISSED THIS ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEKEND…
PARISH COVID UPDATE – DIRECTIVES FROM DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE
Masks: Beginning Ash Wednesday, March 1, masks will be optional at Mass and all liturgical
celebrations.
Liturgical Ministers: greeters, ushers, gift bearers and servers – may resume their regular roles.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion may assist with the distribution of Communion.
Ministers of Holy Communion are required to wear masks during the distribution of
Communion and to sanitize hands (before and after distribution).
The Sign of Peace: It will be the decision of individual worshipers as to how they will offer the sign
of peace. There are various ways to extend sign of peace by gesture.
Holy Communion: For the foreseeable future, Holy Communion will remain only under the form of
the consecrated HOST. Communion on the tongue will be permitted, but it is recommended that
those wishing to receive in this manner present themselves at the end of the Communion
procession.
Sanitizing: It is no longer required that we sanitize the church following each Mass.

PRAY FOR Glen Weber, nephew of Donna
Rheinecker who died recently. Please remember his
and his family in your prayers. May his soul and all
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.

FR. LINUS UMOREN, C.M.
Reflection for the Second Sunday of Lent
At the parish council meeting, the leader asked an elderly gentleman, Kevin, to open
the meeting with prayer. Kevin did so in a soft voice. Another man, straining to hear,
shouted, “I can’t hear you!” Kevin replied, “I am sorry but I wasn’t talking to you.”
Our Gospel, this weekend, narrates the story of the transfiguration. God's glory is with
us. In the transfiguration, God reveals his face so that we can know him as he is. In
the event of the transfiguration, Jesus "face changed in appearance, and his clothing
became dazzling white." It is a beautiful and amazing scene. The apostles are
surprised when they see the glory of God and feel the mystery of God's love for them.
The voice of God speaks from the cloud and invites the disciples into a life of
participation in the very mystery of Christ: "This is my chosen Son, listen to him."
Christianity is a religion of relationship with the divine Person. Moses and Elijah, who
appear to converse with Jesus, symbolize life's eternity. Also, the Law and the prophet
converge in Christ. Consequently, when we listen to Christ, we claim our proper place
in the divine life.
Lent calls us to listen to Jesus. Therefore the questions for us this lent are: Are we
giving God sufficient time to speak to us? Is the Lord asking something of us this
Lent? Jesus is with us when we are afraid and when we suffer. He is with us even
when we cannot feel God's presence or his love. It might take us time to come to this
knowledge. It took the apostles a long time to get to know Jesus, and the longer they
were with Him, the better they got to know him. It is the same for us. We grow
gradually in our knowledge of Jesus and understanding what He asks of us. He
promises us that if we journey with him with true devotion, he will change our lowly
bodies to be like his glorious body in the resurrection.

PARISH SECRETARY
The position of Parish Secretary for St. Augustine’s Parish is available due to the
retirement of Joan Powell effective on or before December 31st, 2022. Anyone who
might be interested in learning more about the position should contact the Parish
Office at 618/473-2217 or via email to staug@htc.net. There would be extensive
training required. If you or someone you know, might be interested in completing an
application form, please contact the Parish Office.

MAINTENANCE PERSON
We are looking for a volunteer to perform maintenance checks on the parish
grounds and buildings on a regular basis. You would be working from a checklist
and the exact schedule is flexible and will be determined once the position is filled.
You would be checking for any issues that might arise and follow up with either
fixing yourself if possible or calling the right person to assist. If you would be
interested in this, please contact Joan Powell, Parish Secretary, 618/473-2217 or
send an email to staug@htc.net.

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY
Pope Francis invites the Church worldwide to reflect and share on how we, as the people of God, are
on this journey of faith together. Parishes throughout the world are meeting in small and large
groups to pray, listen, share, and begin discerning what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Catholic
Church. This is called the Synod for Synodality.
Ss. Peter & Paul in Waterloo is hosting such a gathering on Sunday, March 20 from 11:00 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. in the school gym. This will be an opportunity for each of you to share your thoughts
and to be heard.
This is an opportunity for our local church, our diocese, and the worldwide church to listen to all of
us in the pews, to hear what we think about our hopes, our dreams, and our concerns with the
church. What is the future direction of the Catholic Church? What should the Catholic Church do
differently? What has the Catholic Church done right?
This gathering is not a time to solve problems. It is a time to listen to each other in an open and nonjudgmental way, to provide input to the Bishops who will gather next year in Rome to address the
needs, the hopes, the concerns of the Catholic Church throughout the world.
It is a huge undertaking, and rightfully so because it is important for the future of our church. Care
about your kids, grandkids your neighbors and friends…and yourselves…our future depends on
this! We need you! Don’t count on someone else voicing what your opinions are. Step up and
speak up!

Congratulations to Bridget Bushong and
James Leabo on their marriage here on
Saturday, March 12th, 2022. May they become
one in heart and mind as witnesses to God’s
presence in their marriage.

Please pray for our young people who will be receiving the Sacrament of
First Holy Communion this spring.
First Communion here at St. Augustine is on Saturday, April 23rd; at the
5:00 pm Mass.
First Communicants are: Alexander Edwin and Wesley Mehrmann.
Please keep Alex and Wesley in your prayers as they continue their
preparations to make their First Holy Communion.

If you are interested in “online giving”, check with your bank to see if you can set this up under your Bill
Pay Options! Should work just like it works for your credit card bills or your utilities etc. Just direct the
checks to be made payable to St. Augustine of Canterbury Catholic Church; PO Box 126; Hecker, IL
62248! Any questions, call the Parish Office at 618/473-2217 or send an email to staug@htc.net.

DIOCESAN
EVENTS
RESPECT LIFE CORNER
In “We are facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good and evil, death

and life, the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’. We find ourselves not only
‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in the midst of’ this conflict: we are all involved and we
all share in it, with the inescapable responsibility of choosing to be unconditionally
pro-life” (The Gospel of Life 28).
“
DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE -- PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!! While we have been home under our
stay at home orders, Planned Parenthood has continued to see women (some report one woman
every 20 minutes six days a week). It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and
confidential help in their time of need. It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our
communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage
reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially
contact someone by phone or email. Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with
additional information: https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel.

Messenger Subscription Renewal Is Ongoing…
The Messenger Newspaper Subscription Renewal Weekend started Feb. 5-6.
Please stay connected with your Diocese through a subscription to The
Messenger Catholic Newspaper. Payments can be made via your Messenger
envelope or on-line at www.bellevillemessenger.org
Please make checks payable to the Messenger not to St. Augustine’s. If you
turn your envelopes in to the parish, they will be mailed to the Messenger’s
Office! The cost is still only $25 for print or digital and $30 for both! PLEASE
SEND YOUR RENEWAL IN SOON SO YOU DON’T MISS ANY ISSUES!!

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – Visitors Center
Religions in America -- Presenter: Mark Etling, Ph.D.
Saturdays, March 12, 19, 26, April 2 & 9, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon
The saga of the religions of America is like a complicated and unfinished jigsaw puzzle. It
includes many colorful, overlapping images – Puritans, conquistadores, revival preachers,
Deists, utopians, immigrants, abolitionists, social reformers, Black churches, televangelists,
“nones.” As we work to connect the pieces of the puzzle, we know that the religious
influences of the past continue to shape our religious, political and social life today. In this
series we will examine the major events, movements, ideas and persons who have helped to
shape the religions of America.
Cost: $50 for series; $10 per session. For more information, call 618-394-6281.
Register online at https://snows.org/ministries/spiritual-programs/
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows Visitor Center – IN PERSON
Lazarus Come Forth: Our Path to a Better Future Couples Retreat
Presenters: Fr. Mark Dean, OMI, Fr. Sal Gonzalez, OMI, Karen & Scott Seaborn
Friday, April 29 – May 1 5 pm – 2 pm Sun
Come join us as a couple, to ponder, through the lens of the story of Lazarus, how Jesus once again
steps into our world of loss and death and calls us to new life, while also entrusting us the continued
task of unbinding and setting free…tasks which will lead us to a better future.
Cost: $350 per couple (includes lodging and meals).
Register online at snows.org/programs, or call 618-394-6281 to register.

VARIOUS QUILT OF THE MONTH RAFFLES IN THE AREA


Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault – January-December 2022. $20 per ticket; Call
618/458-7710; Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Michael, Paderborn – January thru December 2022. $20 per ticket. Contact Sue Walsh
473-2798. Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Liborius, St. Libory – March 2021 thru February 2022. $40 per ticket. Contact Vicki
Knepper 618/960-8420.



Holy Trinity, Fairview Heights – January thru December 2022. $30 each or 4 for $100.
Limited tickets in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.

KIRCHENFEST 2022

Please watch for future announcements in the bulletin regarding some
updates regarding our Kirchenfest. We now have a chairperson and
exciting plans to share with you all in the near future!

COMING EVENTS
Mar. 20th – Designer Purse Bingo; Doors Open at noon; Bingo starts at 1pm; Holy Family Gym; Cahokia;
$30 in advance/$40 at door (see flyer for details); Includes 10 games of bingo, 2 drink tickets & dauber ($5
per additional 6 cards); Bring Own Snacks.
Mar. 27th – Bingo; St. Boniface Gym; Evansville; Food at 11am; Bingo at 1:30pm.
Mar. 27th – Quilt/Cash Bingo; St. James Millstadt; 1pm; Opens 10:30am; Fried Chicken Dinners; Bring Own
Covers; Donate 1 canned good item & receive 1 free card per tally.
April 5th – Noon Luncheon; St. Luke’s Belleville; Play Cards/Board Games; $10 Tally; See Flyer for Menu.

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE
QUEST RETREATS
Quest is a fast-paced 33-hour Christian experience geared towards High School Freshmen &
Sophomores. It is a time to come together to find out about God, friendships, and self in a
fun-filled, thoughtful & carefree surrounding.
Upcoming Retreat is: March 19th-20th, 2022 at All Saints Academy in Breese. Arrival
time is 10am on the 19th. We end with Mass at 6pm on the 20th. If interested, you may fill out
an application at www.bellevilletec.org/applications. Diocese information page:
https://www.diobelle.org/directory/organizations/quest. Contact info:
Mike.sandheinrich@yahoo.com or call Mike at 618/781-9069.

Society of St. Vincent De Paul Needs Your Help
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Night-Time Drop-In Center has operated at full capacity
almost every night, helping homeless men, women and children survive freezing temperatures
and dangers of the city streets. In addition, Cosgrove’s Soup Kitchen serves hundreds of hungry
people each week. We humbly ask for your prayers for St. Vincent de Paul staff and clients and,
if you are able, to help us provide any of these much-needed items:
Individually packaged cookies, fruit cups, tuna and chicken snack packs, chips, crackers,
cheese sticks, yogurt cups, cereal, Pop Tarts, breakfast bars, soup or pasta in a cup and
bottled water. In addition, laundry detergent pods, paper towels, toilet paper and tissues
are always in short supply.
Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., at:
St. Vincent de Paul Office
8800 West Main Street, Belleville, Illinois 62223 (across from Blessed Sacrament Church)
or
SVDP Thrift Store/Soup Kitchen
3718 State Street, East St. Louis 62205
If you have questions or need additional information, please call the SVDP Council office at 618-3940126. Thank you and God bless you for your generosity which enables our ministry to the poorest among
us.

NEW DATE -- The All Class School Reunion has
been rescheduled for SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH,
2022. Mass will be held at 11:00 am. Further
details to follow!

The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 2022
Our goal is 166 pledges for a total of $6,580.
Pledges to Date: 13

$2,845.00

44% of our goal

This week is the feast of St. Joseph. “When Joseph awoke, he did as
the angel of the Lord had commanded him.” (Matt 1:24) “It was grace
that moved Joseph to embrace his vocation as the guardian of Israel’s
Messiah. It’s the same grace that empowers us to accept God’s call
and wisdom for our lives. Joseph’s yes in faith changed the world.
God also has a plan for your life. You don’t know where your yes
might lead and how God might use it. Ask Joseph to help. Then, like
Joseph, go out in faith to be a “doer of the word” (James 1:2d2d).” (The
Word Among Us)

HAVE YOU HEARD OF SERRA CLUB? The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of
Catholic men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed
religious life. Our purpose is to inform our community of the need for all vocations. We honor
our religious with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and a new Priest
Dinner. We pray for our seminarians and help them celebrate their birthdays. Our club meets
every 1st & 3rd Friday of the month at the Shrine of our Lady of the Snows. There is a Mass at
11:45am; lunch, a brief meeting & a guest speaker. For more information, please contact
Marvin Winkeler (402-214-1155) or Mel Lucash (618-531-4244). PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!

You may have noticed in previous bulletins, that there are
several positions available within the Diocese of Belleville
offices…I have consolidated the list to just give the position
available. If you wish to find out more details, please check the
bulletin board at the front entrance to church, they are posted
there.
 Administrative Assistant for the Tribunal, Part-Time
Position
 Director of Worship, Full-Time Position
 Administrative Assistant for the Office of Worship, FullTime Position
 Accounting/Bookkeeping, Part-Time Position, Society of
St. Vincent de Paul (Call 618/394-0126
 Administrative Assistant Office of Human Resources, FullTime Position
 Seasonal Groundskeeper, Part-Time Position, Pastoral
Center Grounds

QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING
BENEFITTING SS. PETER & PAUL CATHOLIC GRADE
SCHOOL
TUESDAYS AT OUTSIDERS IN WATERLOO
TICKET SALES END AT 6:30 PM
DRAWINGS HELD AT 7:00 PM

2022-2023 KINDERGARTEN SCREENING
MONDAY, MARCH 28TH; 10AM-5PM OR
TUESDAY, MARCH 29TH, 8AM-3PM
Screening takes approximately 45 minutes. Call the SPPCS Office to reserve
a time slot; 618/939-7217. Children must be 5 years old on or before
September 1, 2022 to attend Kindergarten in the 2022-23 school year.

NEWS FROM GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL…
Class of 2026 Registration -- Registration for the Gibault Class of 2026 is
almost here! Registration will be held on March 21 and March 22 from 5-8
p.m. Please sign up for a registration time on one of these dates using our Signup Genius Link: https://bit.ly/GCHSreg22 There is still time to apply. Contact
Kelly Day at kday@gibaulthawks.com for more information on how to become
a Hawk!
Visit Us! If you’ve ever thought about being a Gibault Hawk, now is the
perfect time to visit! We invite 7th-8th graders and current high school students
to spend the day as Shadow Visitors. Attend classes, meet teachers and
coaches, have lunch in our cafeteria, and more! The whole family is welcome
on a Private Tour where you can ask questions and see our campus. Schedule
your Shadow Visit or Tour at https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire.
Taste of the Region -- Tickets are now on sale for Taste of the Region,
presented by The Gibault Women’s Club. This year’s event will be held on
Saturday, March 26, from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Gibault. Featuring over 20 vendors
and live entertainment! Tickets available at the Gibault office or online
at https://GHS-WomensClub.square.site

Over the next few bulletins, we will be including portions of the recent
Encyclical Letter from Pope Francis…
ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI TUTTI OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP
283. Sincere and humble worship of God “bears fruit not in discrimination, hatred and violence, but in
respect for the sacredness of life, respect for the dignity and freedom of others, and loving commitment to
the welfare of all”.[280] Truly, “whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love” (1Jn 4:8). For
this reason, “terrorism is deplorable and threatens the security of people – be they in the East or the West,
the North or the South – and disseminates panic, terror and pessimism, but this is not due to religion, even
when terrorists instrumentalize it. It is due, rather, to an accumulation of incorrect interpretations of religious
texts and to policies linked to hunger, poverty, injustice, oppression and pride. That is why it is so necessary
to stop supporting terrorist movements fueled by financing, the provision of weapons and strategy, and by
attempts to justify these movements, even using the media. All these must be regarded as international
crimes that threaten security and world peace. Such terrorism must be condemned in all its forms and
expressions”. [281] Religious convictions about the sacred meaning of human life permit us “to recognize
the fundamental values of our common humanity, values in the name of which we can and must cooperate,
build and dialogue, pardon and grow; this will allow different voices to unite in creating a melody of sublime
nobility and beauty, instead of fanatical cries of hatred”. [282}
284. At times, fundamentalist violence is unleashed in some groups, of whatever religion, by the rashness
of their leaders. Yet, “the commandment of peace is inscribed in the depths of the religious traditions that
we represent…As religious leaders, we are called to be true ‘people of dialogue’, to cooperate in building
peace not as intermediaries but as authentic mediators. Intermediaries seek to give everyone a discount,
ultimately in order to gain something for themselves. The mediator, on the other hand, is one who retains
nothing for himself, but rather spends himself generously until he is consumed, knowing that the only gain is
peace. Each one of us is called to be an artisan of peace, but uniting and not dividing, by extinguishing
hatred and not holding on to it, by opening paths of dialogue and not by constructing new walls”. [283]
An appeal
285. In my fraternal meeting, which I gladly recall, with the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, ‘we resolutely
[declared] that religions must never incite ware, hateful attitudes, hostility and extremism, nor must they
incite violence or the shedding of blood. These tragic realities are the consequence of a deviation from
religious teachings. They result from a political manipulation of religions and from interpretations made by
religious groups who, in the course of history, have taken advantage of the power of religious sentiment in
the hearts of men and women… God, the Almighty, has no need to be defended by anyone and does not
want his name to be used to terrorize people”. [284] For this reason I would like to reiterate here the appeal
for peace, justice and fraternity that we made together”
“In the name of God, who has created all human beings equal in rights, duties and dignity, and who has
called them to live together as brothers and sisters, to fill the earth and make known the values of goodness,
love and peace;
“In the name of innocent human life that God has forbidden to kill, affirming that whoever kills a person is like
one who kills the whole of humanity, and that whoever saves a person is like one who saves the whole of
humanity;
“In the name of the poor, the destitute, the marginalized and those most in need, whom God has
commanded us to help as a duty required of all persons, especially the wealthy and those of means;

