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PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD: Jesus, humbling himself out 

of love for us, did not shield his face from buffets and spitting, but offered his life on the 
cross. He relied on his Father’s love.  
 
MASS INTENTIONS: 
 
Fri.  3/22 8:00am- Lois Papenberg 
 
Sat. 3/23 5:00pm- A Special Intention, Norbert Wittenauer, and John Rheinecker 
Sun. 3/24 8:00am- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s 
  
Holy Thursday 3/28 7:00pm- Lois Papenberg 
Good Friday 3/29 7:00pm-- No Intentions  
 
Easter Vigil Sat. 3/30 7:00pm- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s 
Easter Sunday 3/31 8:00am- A Special Intention and John & Philip Rheinecker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 
HECKER, ILLINOIS  62248 

REV. LINUS UMOREN, ADMINISTRATOR           
PARISH OFFICE 618-473-2217     FAX 618-473-9141 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  staug@htc.net 
PARISH WEBSITE:  https://www.staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com 

To contact Father Linus Umoren, CM; when not in Parish Office,  
Cell #618-666-2217/ Father John Igwe cell #618-504-7005 

St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618-792-4059 
House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618-939-8680 

Confessions: heard each Saturday night from 4 to 4:45 pm  
Parish Office Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. 

 

OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD FROM 3/17/2024: 
 

Envelopes (28)- $1,674.00 
Loose-$118.00 

 
Parking Lot/Resolution Projects Donations-$2,700.00 

Scholarship Fund - $2579.00 (Total 

Donated since 8/1/2023)  

Thank you very much for your generosity! 
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SERVERS  -- IF YOU ARE SCHEDULED FOR ANY MASS/SERVICE BEGINNING 
WITH PALM SUNDAY MASSES, PLEASE ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO THE 
START.  YOU WILL BE GIVEN ANY SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AT THAT TIME. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for the following: 
Darlene Frisch, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge Abel, Madalyn Killebrew, Kenny Kern, 
Marcia Rheinecker, Ricky Wittenauer, Ava Kern, Nancy Grohmann, Jim & 
Joanne Cowell, Helen Parker, Mike Rheinecker, Evelyn Kelley Marquart, 
Roger Cortner, Frank Kohler, Josh Middendorf, Ethel Mae Kreher, Shirley 
Wittenauer, Annette Lovelace, Mel Parker, Geri Griffin, Melissa Stellhorn, 
Rhonda Mehring-Smith, Gary Rist, A Special Intention, and Delbert 
Wittenauer.  
 
For Active Service Personnel:  Justin S. Bushong, United States Coast Guard, 
Austin Grohmann, United States Marine Corps, and Austin Gregson, United 
States Marine Corps. 

 
 

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK 
 
Holy Thursday, March 28th 7pm  Good Friday, March 29th, 7pm 
Set Up: Kevin Schreder    Set Up: Kevin Schreder 
4 Servers: Doerrs and Koesters    4 Servers: Mehrmanns and Doerrs 
Lector: Cindy Grohmann   Lector: Deacon Tom 
Extraordinary Minister: Marvin Parker  Narrator: Deacon Tom 
Extraordinary Minister (W): Angie Parker  Voice: Donna Rheinecker 
Extraordinary Minister (W): Kyle Doerr  Extraordinary Minister: Barb Bruss 
Camera: Lori Amann    Camera:  Dana Mehrmann 
 
Easter Vigil Saturday, March 30th, 7pm EASTER Sunday, March 31st, 8am 
Set Up: Kevin Schreder      Set Up: Elaine Biffar 
Servers: Koesters, Patrick Murphy, Lucas Gregson  Servers: Doerrs 
Lectors: Elaine Rader/Betty Schreder    Lector/ Narrator: Kay Haudrich   
Extraordinary Minister: Annette Schreder   Extraordinary Minister: Kyle Doerr  
Extraordinary Minister (W): Alice Kuehn   Extraordinary Minister (W): Ryan Grohmann   
Extraordinary Minister (W): Raeleen Neary   Extraordinary Minister (W): Denny Biffar 
Camera: Lori Amann     Extraordinary Min (Choir): Dale Haudrich 
       Camera: Mike Karban 
                                                                       
 

 

A very special thank you to  

Donna Rheinecker for selflessly cleaning the 

church the last few months and taking care 

of so many things inside the church!! We 

appreciate you so much Donna!! 



 

 

 

Reflection for Palm Sunday 

 

It was Palm Sunday, but 5-year-old Sammy stayed home from church with a babysitter because of 

a sore throat. When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds. Sammy 

inquired as to what they were for. 'People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by,' his father 

responded. 'Wouldn't you just know it?' Sammy complained, 'the one Sunday I don't go, and he 

shows up.' 

As we prepare to enter the holy week, we reflect on the significance of Christ in our life. The 

liturgy of Palm Sunday is a perfect place to begin our reflection. What is the most striking part of 

the Palm Sunday celebration for us? The blessing of the palms or the procession to the Church? Is 

it the red vestments worn by the priests or the long passion narrative?  It could be any of these.  

Palm Sunday's drama portrays Jesus as the non-violent innocent victim of unwarranted hatred.  

Although He is welcome into Jerusalem with an hosanna song, He soon becomes a victim of 

conspiracy. But He willingly offers himself. He accepts deathðeven on the cross. Why does God 

stoop so low? Why would he undergo death in such a cruel way? For some people, all these 

happen because his death is expiatory. For others, it is a demonstration of God's love for the 

world. The demonstration of Godôs love is what strikes me. 

Godôs Love is sacrificial. It does not boast, and it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, and it 

is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs (1 Cor. 13:4-5). Beyond 

His suffering, Jesus' passion reveals something deeper about our world. It draws attention to the 

injustice, cruelty, and violence in our society. It exposes the hypocrisy, the betrayal, the abuses, 

and the infidelities of our world. 

 To enter the holy week with him, we need to reflect on the meaning of the cross in the context of 

Christ's love. This understanding of the cross will drive our search for Christ in the broken, 

humiliated, and marginalized community members. Christ is present where innocent people 

suffer abuses and where people are denied justice. Christ knows what it means to feel helpless 

and unjustly treated. He was helpless before those who crucified him. He was unjustly treated 

when he was accused of blasphemy and rebelliousness.  

But on the other hand, the old, rugged cross is the sign of God's faithfulness. Furthermore it 

recalls that we sometimes find ourselves surrounded by sickness, poverty, suffering, spiritual 

persecution, misunderstanding, pain, and numerous forms of tragic experiences. To recall a few 

verses from The Old Rugged Cross: ñOn a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of 

suffering and shame; and I love that old cross where the dearest and best for a world of sinners 

was slainéSo, Iôll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at last I lay down; I will cling to 

the old rugged cross, and exchange it some day for a crown.ò 

If the old, rugged cross is the symbol of our faith, we must discover Christ in our own suffering 

and the suffering of others. It is when we cling to the cross with such disposition that the cross 

becomes redemptive. Then, we can "exchange it someday for a crown." 

 

 

Father Linus Umoren, C.M. 



 

ST. AUGUSTINEôS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY LAND COLLECTION- GOOD FRIDAY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2024 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 
ñServe the Lord with gladnessò -Psalm 100 

 
On behalf of Bishop Michael McGovern and diocesan ministries and programs, 
a most heartfelt thanks to all those who have already responded with a gift to 
The 2024 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal.  If you have not done so as 
yet, there’s still plenty of time.  One-time donations or pledges – in any 
amount – are needed and can be made through your parish or at 
www.diobelle.org (click on “Giving to the Diocese”).  Your generosity supports 
17 agencies and programs that daily serve thousands of people.  Please 
consider making your gift today or at any time you are able in the coming 
months.  We also ask for your prayers for the success of this year’s appeal and 
all those we serve.   Thank you and may God bless you always. 

 
      ST. AUGUSTINE’S 

PLEDGES TO DATE: 18             67% OF OUR GOAL MET!!! 
 

 

¶ Next 200th Year Committee meeting is set for Thursday April 4th  
@ 7pm inside the Parish Center  

¶ Please be sure to turn in your flower envelopes if you wish to honor 
a loved one this Easter with flowers on the altar. 

¶ Please turn-in your Rice bowls next week!  



News from Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Deacon’s Desk 
The Diocese of Belleville will be hosting the National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage Delegation (aka Eucharistic Procession) on July 7th 

and 8th and tentative details are starting to trickle in. Bishop 
McGovern has declared these to be our Emmaus Days and that we 
will take full advantage of this unique and wonderful opportunity 

for revival in our Diocesan community. The delegation will be with 
us for twenty-two action-packed hours. Tentatively, on the 

afternoon of July 7 the Eucharistic Pilgrimage Delegation will 
arrive at St Augustine of Hippo in East St Louis for a brief 

procession and adoration. There will be concurrent afternoon 
activities at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows for all ages. The 

Eucharistic Pilgrimage Delegation will then arrive at the Shrine 
that evening with a Solemn Eucharistic Procession through 

Stations of the Cross to the amphitheater where there will be 
Adoration and Reconciliation, followed by Benediction and a 

candlelight procession with all night Adoration in Christ the King 
Chapel. On July 8, there will be Mass at Cathedral followed by 
short Eucharistic Procession and then Bishop McGovern and 

Bishop Paprocki will be at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in 
Collinsville for the passing of the Blessed Sacrament to the 

Springfield Diocese. Please stay tuned for more details and spread 
the word about the pilgrimage. You can see an interactive map of 

this pilgrimage with this QR code or this link will take you to it   
https://www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-junipero-serra-route 

 
-Deacon Tom Helfrich 

 

¶ Queen of Hearts Drawing- Benefitting Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic School 
Tuesdays, Outsiders in Waterloo, IL, 
Ticket sales end @6:30pm, drawings are held @ 7pm 

¶ NEW! Queen of Hearts Drawing-Benefiting Freeburg High School Athletics  
Wednesdays, 6:30pm ticket sales, drawings held at 7pm 

¶ St. Barbara’s Catholic Church- Parish Hall 
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month 
305 N Front St, Okawville, IL 62271, Doors open @5pm, Bingo @ 6pm 
Food, drinks, and desserts for purchase- All games pay out $50.00 

¶ Thursday, April 11th, 2024- St. James Parish Center, 405 W. Madison, Millstadt, IL 
Presents Born in the USA (A Noon Luncheon Experience) $15/person, 12-2:30pm; 
Menu:  Pulled pork, vegetables, hash brown casserole, coleslaw, Jello salad, and 
apple pie; Featuring basket raffle, sweet shoppe, quilt/cash raffle, bingo, attendance 
prizes; Paid RSVP’s are required in advance. Doors open at 10:00am; Call Jane 
Kuester @ 618-476-1395 to RSVP.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-junipero-serra-route


 
 
 
 

 

7th Grade Shadow Program 
There are only a few weeks left for your student to visit Gibault Catholic! Your 7th grader 

can spend the day at Gibault as a Shadow Visitor. Shadows will be matched with a 

current student with similar interests and together, theyôll attend classes, meet teachers, 

enjoy lunch in our cafeteria, and more!  7th grade shadows are welcome to come back as 

8th graders for another Shadow Visit, too! 

 
Future Hawk Events 
Join us at these fun events! 
7th & 8th Grade Scavenger Hunt 
7th and 8th graders are invited to participate in our Junior High Scavenger Hunt on April 

5 from 6-8 p.m. at Gibault Catholic High School. Pizza and Drinks will be included. 

Bring your own team or sign up individually, and we can create a team.  

RSVP:  https://bit.ly/gchshunt24 
5th & 6th Grade Future Hawk Hangout 
5th and 6th graders are invited to hang out in the Gibault gym! Shoot hoops, bump 

volleyballs, play bags, and MORE. Drinks and Snacks included. Come HANGOUT and 

HAVE FUN! RSVP:  https://bit.ly/hawkhangout 
Future Hawk Baseball Tailgate 
Cheer on the State Champion Hawks on May 1 at 4:30 p.m. More info to come! 

 
Spring Rummage Sale 
The Gibault Catholic Womenôs Club Rummage Sale is Sat. Apr. 13, from 8 a.m.ð 2 

p.m. 
(1/2 price and bag sale after noon.)  Donations can be dropped off April 8 & 9 from 8 

a.m. ï 6 p.m. and April 10 & 11 from 8 a.m. ï 8 p.m.  

 
Summer Classic Golf Tournament 
Tee up for the students of Gibault Catholic High School as part of our 27th Summer 

Classic Golf Tournament!  This yearôs tournament will be held on Friday, June 21, 2024, 

and there are lots of ways to get involved.  You can sponsor our event, donate raffle 

prizes, or gather a team to play at the beautiful Annbriar Golf Course.  For more info, 

email dfrasure@gibaulthawks.com or visit our event 

website: https://SummerClassic.givesmart.com 
  
 

NEWS FROM GIBAULT HIGH SCHOOL 
 

https://bit.ly/gchshunt24
https://bit.ly/hawkhangout
mailto:dfrasure@gibaulthawks.com
https://summerclassic.givesmart.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESAN INFORMATION 

RESPECT FOR LIFE CORNER 

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of sharing, big or small, which build 
up an authentic culture of life… Part of this daily heroism is also the silent but effective and 

eloquent witness of all those ‘brave mothers who devote themselves to their own family 
without reserve, who suffer in giving birth to their children and who are ready to make any 

effort, to face any sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the best of themselves’… We thank 
you, heroic mothers, for your invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust in God 

and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of your life” (The Gospel of Life 86). 

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE -- PROJECT RACHEL 
 

Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!!  Planned Parenthood continues to see women 
(some report one woman every 20 minutes six days a week).  It is so vital that we be there for these women to 

offer free and confidential help in their time of need.  It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in 
our communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage 
reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ.  Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially contact 

someone by phone or email.  Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with additional information:  
https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel. 

 

 To stay informed of Pro-Life events in our Diocese, like and follow our FaceBook page,  
Respect Life Apostolate ς Belleville 

 
 

 

https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Serra Club of St. County is an organization of Catholic men and women dedicated to 

foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed religious life.  Our purpose is to 

pray for vocations and inform our community the need for vocations. We provide many 

social events for our Priests, Deacons and Nuns. We sponsor occasional visits to the 

Seminaries for our grade and high students guided by a priest or a seminarian.    Our group 

meets every first and third Friday of the month at Corpus Christi Parish Hall 206 Rasp St. 

Shiloh, IL  62269.  We begin Mass at 11:00 am, follow by lunch and a brief meeting, and a 

prominent speaker.   Additional information please call Marvin Winkeler  (402 214-1155 or 

Mel Lucash 618-531-4244   Serra has a new web page:  serrastclair.org 

 

 
2024 VARIOUS QUILT OF THE MONTH RAFFLES IN THE AREA 

¶ St. Michael, Paderborn – January thru December 2024.  $20 per ticket.  12 Chances to 
win!!  Picture of quilts available inside Parish office. Contact Sue Walsh 473-2798.  
Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s. 

¶ St. Patrick’s Ruma – January thru December 2024; $20 per ticket; tickets available in 
the Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.  Questions call Kathy Schmidt at 618/284-7274. 

¶ St. James, Millstadt – Quilt-A-Rama, Tickets drawn the first Monday of every month 
during 2024.  Tickets are $25.00 each.  See your Parish Office for tickets or contact St. 
James, 618/476-3513. 

¶ Our Lady of Good Counsel Renault Quilt of the Month! 
Tickets are $25.00 each for the year of drawings.  Winner goes back into the box for a 
chance to be drawn next month.  Please call Phyllis at 618-458-6854 or text Lisa 618-
444-5544 to purchase a ticket. 

¶ Holy Trinity Catholic Church- St. Ann’s CCW, Quilt of the Month Raffle 2024 
Tickets are $25.00 each, drawings are held 2nd Wednesday of each month; Contact 
Carol Geluck for more info! 618-792-9439. 
 
 

“I grew up in Haiti as the first child in a family of cradle Catholics.  I 
heard stories about how my dad discerned the priesthood before he 

married my mom, and I witnessed the humanity of the religious 
sisters who taught me in school.  This faith-filled environment sowed 
the seeds of my religious vocations, and as a young girl I believed I 
was called to be a sister.  Years later, after my family settled in the 

United States, I became a lost sheep on a college campus.  In 2008, I 
began to go to daily Mass, participated in Eucharistic adoration, and 

found a spiritual director.     My discernment journey took me to many 
communities until, in 2010, I knew that the Lord was asking me say 

“yes” to him through the Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Church.” 
Sister Christiana Marie Rene; Sisters of Mary, Spokane Wash.   

Columbia November 2018 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

King’s House at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows – Visitors Center 

“How Women Further the Reign of God” 

Presenter:  Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA PhD 

Friday, July 14, 2024, 4:00 pm through Sunday, July 21, 
2024, at 10:00 am 

Join Sr. Dianne for a week of inspiration with both Old and New Testament 
stories of women who were instrumental in furthering the establishment of 

the Reign of God, in our time. This retreat offers a great opportunity for 
women and men religious, priests, deacons and everyone who wants to 

delve deeper into Sacred Scripture. 
Cost: Lodging for Single Occupancy - $525, Double Occupancy/per person 

- $475 or Commuter $365 

For more information, call 618-397-0584 or 
visit https://kh.snows.org/events/ 

 

https://kh.snows.org/events/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2024  

FOR OUR PARISH OF ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY- HECKER  

  

¶ PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 23rd and 24th, 2024  

Saturday Mass 5pm, and Sunday Mass 8am 

 

¶ WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27th, 2024 

Reconciliation @ 6:00PM followed by  

Stations of the Cross @ 7:00PM 

 

¶ HOLY THURSDAY, MARCH 28th, 2024 

Reconciliation 6:00PM 

NO COLLECTION tonight. 

7:00 PM Mass, ST. AUGUSTINE  

Adoration following Mass until 10PM 

 

¶ There is NO 8am MASS on Good Friday, March 29th, 2024  

 

¶ GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29th, 2024   

**6:30 PM STATION OF THE CROSS FOLLOWED BY  

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE, ST. AUGUSTINE**  

 

¶ EASTER VIGIL, SATURDAY, MARCH 30th, 2024 

7:00 PM Mass, ST. AUGUSTINE  

 

¶ EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31st, 2024 

8:00AM Mass, ST. AUGUSTINE 

 
  
 



 
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2024 FOR OUR PARTNER PARISHES OF 
 Ss. PETER & PAUL and St. MARY’S (Valmeyer)  

 
 

¶ March 24, Palm Sunday 
Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo, 8 a.m. *10 a.m. *Procession with 
Donkey 

  St. Mary’s, 10 a.m. 

¶ March 28, Holy Thursday 
Evening Mass of the Lordôs Supper 

  Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo, 7 pm; St. Mary’s 7 p.m. 

¶ March 29, Good Friday 
Celebration of the Lord's Passion 

  Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo, 7 p.m.; St. Mary’s 7 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross 
Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo 3 p.m 

¶ March 30, Holy Saturday  
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 

  Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo, 8pm; St. Mary’s 8 p.m. 

¶ March 31, Easter Sunday 
  Ss. Peter and Paul, Waterloo, 8 a.m. 10 a.m.; St. Mary’s 10 a.m. 

Prayer Opportunities 

¶ Living Stations of the Cross, SSPPCC 
            Wednesday, March 27, 8 pm 
      

   


