ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY
HECKER, ILLINOIS 62248
REV. LINUS UMOREN, ADMINISTRATOR
PARISH OFFICE 473-2217 FAX 473-9141
E-MAIL ADDRESS: staug@htc.net
PARISH WEBSITE: https://www.staugustineofcanterburyhecker.com
To contact Father Linus Umoren, CM; when not in Parish Office,
Cell #618/666-2217
St. Vincent de Paul Help Line 618/792-4059
House of Neighborly Service Help Line 618/939-8680
Confessions: are heard each Saturday night from 4 to 4:45 pm and
each Sunday from 8 to 8:20 am.
Parish Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Closed from 12 noon to 1:00 pm for lunch.
VOL. 57 NO. 10 – MARCH 6th, 2022
THEME FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT: Moses recounts great events of salvation history which
find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. We confess him to be Lord, for God raised him from the dead. He is
ever faithful, resisting temptation to forsake his Father’s mission, trusting God’s love.

MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat. 3-5
Sun. 3-6

5:00pm – For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30am – Don Braun and Michael Schreder

Fri. 3-11

8:00 am – Marie Kaiser, Bonnie Casey and Verena Kreher

Sat. 3-12
Sun. 3-13

5:00 pm -- For Our Parish at St. Augustine’s
8:30 am – Norbert Wittenauer, Urban Wittenauer, and
Clyde Kreher

OUR SACRIFICE MADE TO GOD: 2-27-22
Sunday Envelopes (67) - $2,920.00
Loose – $88.00
Youth - $48.00

REMEMBER TO SPRING
FORWARD NEXT
WEEKEND…SUNDAY,
MARCH 13TH…CHANGE
YOUR CLOCKS!!!!

Scholarship Fund - $2,214.00.00
(Total Donated since 8/1/2021)
Thank you very much for your generosity!

Saturday, March 12th; 5pm
Set Up: Joan Powell
Lector: Ruth Wittenauer
Servers:
Extraordinary Minister:
Camera: Joan Powell

SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, March 13th; 8:30am
Set Up: Marie Holle
Lector: Bernadette Gregson
Servers:
Extraordinary Minister: Margie Holle
Camera: Mike Karban

Please pray for the following:
Darlene Frisch, Jeanelle Dinan, Marge Abel, Madalyn Killebrew, Bill Cowell, Dave
Bruss, Ruth Cortner, Aria Wagner, Ed Weiler, Joe Gregson, Penny Hofstetter,
Michelle Knefelkamp, Walter Krysnoski, Zach Wheat, Bruce Vierheller, Kenny
Kern, Marcia Rheinecker, Gary Wittenauer, Ricky Wittenauer, Lois Papenberg,
Ava Kern, Nancy Grohmann and John Link.
For Active Service Personnel: Justin S. Bushong, Coast Guard and
Austin Gregson, United States Marine Corp.
Please call the Parish Office 473-2217 to submit names for the prayer list.

PARISH COVID UPDATE – DIRECTIVES FROM DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE
Masks: Beginning Ash Wednesday, March 1, masks will be optional at Mass and all liturgical
celebrations.
Liturgical Ministers: greeters, ushers, gift bearers and servers – may resume their regular roles.
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion may assist with the distribution of Communion.
Ministers of Holy Communion are required to wear masks during the distribution of
Communion and to sanitize hands (before and after distribution).
The Sign of Peace: It will be the decision of individual worshipers as to how they will offer the sign
of peace. There are various ways to extend sign of peace by gesture.
Holy Communion: For the foreseeable future, Holy Communion will remain only under the form of
the consecrated HOST. Communion on the tongue will be permitted, but it is recommended that
those wishing to receive in this manner present themselves at the end of the Communion
procession.
Sanitizing: It is no longer required that we sanitize the church following each Mass.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT…Every Tuesday evening at 7:00
pm and every Friday following the 8:00 am Mass.

FR. LINUS UMOREN, C.M.
Reflection for the First Sunday of Lent

A Catholic priest spied a parishioner enjoying some tasty smoked sausage
on Friday during Lent. The priest, being a pragmatic soul, told the man for his
penance he was to bring a load of lumber to the church to help repair the roof.
The man grumbled, but went off to do his penance. He arrived at the church on
the next Friday and proceeded to dump a huge load of sawdust into the parking
lot. "What's this?" the priest wanted to know. "I told you your penance was a
load of lumber, not sawdust." The man replied coolly, "Well Father, if that
sausage I ate was meat, then this sawdust is lumber."
After Jesus' baptism, he went into the desert, where he put himself into the
experience of fasting and praying. It is essential to understand that the desert was
not a romantic place—various dangerous elements ranging from wild animals,
scarcity of resources, and evil to the habitation of bandits infested the desert.
The temptation of Jesus offers an insight into the physical and mental attacks
present when we step off the romantic space of life. But, unlike the kings and
some prophets before him, Jesus did not fall under the weight of his temptation.
Instead, He was under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus' rejection of the devil's temptations demonstrates that the spirit of God led
him. He grounded himself in the word and the authority of the scripture to rebuke
the devil's words and confessed confidence in God's protection and faithfulness.
The central theme of the Season of Lent is submission to the will of God.
Anything that leads us to submit to other forces is a temptation. Jesus' attitude
before the devil gives us a clue to navigating through our daily attractions and
fascinations. As we start our journey through Lent, it is good to know that
submission to God is more than silver or gold. In God, we trust.

PARISH SECRETARY
The position of Parish Secretary for St. Augustine’s Parish is available due to
the retirement of Joan Powell effective on or before December 31st, 2022.
Anyone who might be interested in learning more about the position should
contact the Parish Office at 618/473-2217 or via email to staug@htc.net.
There would be extensive training required. If you or someone you know, might
be interested in completing an application form, please contact the Parish
Office.
MAINTENANCE PERSON
We are looking for a volunteer to perform maintenance checks on the
parish grounds and buildings on a regular basis. You would be working
from a checklist and the exact schedule is flexible and will be determined
once the position is filled. You would be checking for any issues that might
arise and follow up with either fixing yourself if possible or calling the right
person to assist. If you would be interested in this, please contact Joan
Powell, Parish Secretary, 618/473-2217 or send an email to
staug@htc.net.

KIRCHENFEST 2022

Please watch for future announcements in the bulletin regarding some
updates regarding our Kirchenfest. We now have a chairperson and
exciting plans to share with you all in the near future!

NEW DATE -- The All Class School Reunion has
been rescheduled for SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH,
2022. Mass will be held at 11:00 am. Further
details to follow!

DIOCESAN
EVENTS
RESPECT LIFE CORNER

The Gospel of Life is “meant to be a precise and vigorous reaffirmation of
the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the same time a pressing
appeal addressed to each and every person, in the name of God: respect,
protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in this direction will you
find justice, development, true freedom, peace and happiness!” (The
Gospel of Life 5)
In
“
DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE -- PROJECT RACHEL
Project Rachel is an active ministry in the Diocese of Belleville!!! While we have been home under our
stay at home orders, Planned Parenthood has continued to see women (some report one woman
every 20 minutes six days a week). It is so vital that we be there for these women to offer free and
confidential help in their time of need. It is our hope to continue to foster a sense of compassion in our
communities making them a safe place to welcome those who suffer after an abortion and encourage
reconciliation and healing in Jesus Christ. Those in need of help and counseling can confidentially
contact someone by phone or email. Here’s a link to Project Rachel on the diocesan website with
additional information: https://www.diobelle.org/respectlife/project-rachel.

Messenger Subscription Renewal Is Ongoing…
The Messenger Newspaper Subscription Renewal Weekend started Feb. 5-6.
Please stay connected with your Diocese through a subscription to The
Messenger Catholic Newspaper. Payments can be made via your Messenger
envelope or on-line at www.bellevillemessenger.org
Please make checks payable to the Messenger not to St. Augustine’s. If you
turn your envelopes in to the parish, they will be mailed to the Messenger’s
Office! The cost is still only $25 for print or digital and $30 for both! PLEASE
SEND YOUR RENEWAL IN SOON SO YOU DON’T MISS ANY ISSUES!!

The Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 2022
Our goal is 166 pledges for a total of $6,580.
Pledges to Date: 3

$790.00

12% of our goal

As we begin our Lenten season, we witness in the Gospel reading
Satan tempting our Lord. Jesus final response to Satan’s challenges is
“The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve.”
Those powerful words remind each of us of our individual call to
“serve”. Encourage each other to live our vocation, especially those
considering a choice of religious life.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF SERRA CLUB? The Serra Club of St. Clair County is an organization of
Catholic men and women, dedicated to foster and affirm vocations to the Priesthood and vowed
religious life. Our purpose is to inform our community of the need for all vocations. We honor
our religious with an annual Nuns Luncheon, a Deacon Dinner, a Priest Picnic and a new Priest
Dinner. We pray for our seminarians and help them celebrate their birthdays. Our club meets
every 1st & 3rd Friday of the month at the Shrine of our Lady of the Snows. There is a Mass at
11:45am; lunch, a brief meeting & a guest speaker. For more information, please contact
Marvin Winkeler (402-214-1155) or Mel Lucash (618-531-4244). PRAY FOR VOCATIONS!

COMING EVENTS
Mar 6th – All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast; St. Augustine’s Belleville; 8am-12:30pm; Carryouts available.
Mar. 20th – Designer Purse Bingo; Doors Open at noon; Bingo starts at 1pm; Holy Family Gym; Cahokia;
$30 in advance/$40 at door (see flyer for details); Includes 10 games of bingo, 2 drink tickets & dauber ($5
per additional 6 cards); Bring Own Snacks.
Mar. 27th – Bingo; St. Boniface Gym; Evansville; Food at 11am; Bingo at 1:30pm.
April 5th – Noon Luncheon; St. Luke’s Belleville; Play Cards/Board Games; $10 Tally; See Flyer for Menu.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – Visitors Center
Religions in America -- Presenter: Mark Etling, Ph.D.
Saturdays, March 12, 19, 26, April 2 & 9, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon
The saga of the religions of America is like a complicated and unfinished jigsaw puzzle.
It includes many colorful, overlapping images – Puritans, conquistadores, revival
preachers, Deists, utopians, immigrants, abolitionists, social reformers, Black churches,
televangelists, “nones.” As we work to connect the pieces of the puzzle, we know that
the religious influences of the past continue to shape our religious, political and social
life today. In this series we will examine the major events, movements, ideas and persons
who have helped to shape the religions of America.
Cost: $50 for series; $10 per session. For more information, call 618-394-6281.
Register online at https://snows.org/ministries/spiritual-programs/
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows Visitor Center – IN PERSON
Lazarus Come Forth: Our Path to a Better Future Couples Retreat
Presenters: Fr. Mark Dean, OMI, Fr. Sal Gonzalez, OMI, Karen & Scott Seaborn
Friday, April 29 – May 1 5 pm – 2 pm Sun
Come join us as a couple, to ponder, through the lens of the story of Lazarus, how Jesus once
again steps into our world of loss and death and calls us to new life, while also entrusting us the
continued task of unbinding and setting free…tasks which will lead us to a better future.
Cost: $350 per couple (includes lodging and meals).
Register online at snows.org/programs, or call 618-394-6281 to register.

VARIOUS QUILT OF THE MONTH RAFFLES IN THE AREA


Our Lady of Good Counsel, Renault – January-December 2022. $20 per ticket; Call
618/458-7710; Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Michael, Paderborn – January thru December 2022. $20 per ticket. Contact Sue Walsh
473-2798. Limited number of tickets available in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.



St. Liborius, St. Libory – March 2021 thru February 2022. $40 per ticket. Contact Vicki
Knepper 618/960-8420.



Holy Trinity, Fairview Heights – January thru December 2022. $30 each or 4 for $100.
Limited tickets in Parish Office at St. Augustine’s.

DIOCESE OF BELLEVILLE
QUEST RETREATS
Quest is a fast-paced 33-hour Christian experience geared towards High School Freshmen &
Sophomores. It is a time to come together to find out about God, friendships, and self in a
fun-filled, thoughtful & carefree surrounding.
Upcoming Retreat is: March 19th-20th, 2022 at All Saints Academy in Breese. Arrival
time is 10am on the 19th. We end with Mass at 6pm on the 20th. If interested, you may fill out
an application at www.bellevilletec.org/applications. Diocese information page:
https://www.diobelle.org/directory/organizations/quest. Contact info:
Mike.sandheinrich@yahoo.com or call Mike at 618/781-9069.

POSITION AVAILABLE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE
OFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES
The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a full-time Administrative Assistant for the Office of Human
Resources which is part of the Department of Temporal Affairs. The Administrative Assistant supports
the administrative and clerical needs of the Office of Human Resources with regular interaction with
parish, school, and agency personnel. Applicant must have a steady work ethic and proficient
understanding of HRIS, database management and benefit claim support. Applicant must have strong
written and oral communication skills; be highly organized, detailed and flexible; exercise problemsolving, discretion and interpersonal skills, and must maintain confidentiality. Essential qualifications
include a minimum of a high school diploma, Associate’s Degree preferred, or equivalent experience; 13 years’ experience in human resources and benefits/claim support, plus knowledge of Microsoft Office
including Publisher and other computer programs/applications. Practicing Catholic preferred with
thorough knowledge and understanding of Catholic teachings, practices, and organizational structure.
To apply send cover letter with resume to Human Resources, Diocese of Belleville, 222 S. 3rd St.,
Belleville, IL. 62220. FAX to 618-722-5020; email to humanresources@diobelle.org. Application
deadline: Monday, March 7, 2022.

SEASONAL GROUNDSKEEPER
The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a part-time seasonal Groundskeeper. This
position offers flexible daytime hours working 24-30 hours per week. This position
supports the Maintenance Technician in preserving the grounds of the Pastoral Center
and other diocesan-owned buildings. While most work will involve lawn care, some
exterior and interior general maintenance may be performed. Essential qualifications
include a minimum of a high school diploma or GED and experience using lawn
equipment. To apply send cover letter with résumé to Human Resources, Diocese of
Belleville, 222 S. 3rd St., Belleville, IL, 62220. FAX to 618-722-5020; email to
humanresources@diobelle.org. Application deadline: March 15, 2022.

Part-Time Accounting/Bookkeeper Position Available
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Belleville Council
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Belleville Council, a Catholic, non-profit 501c-3 that serves the
poor, has a part-time bookkeeper/accounting position available at the Council Office, 8800 West
Main Street, Belleville (across from Blessed Sacrament Church). This experienced candidate must
be proficient with Quick Books Pro, accounts receivable/accounts payable, payroll/payroll taxes,
financial reports, budget preparation and enjoy interacting with people. If interested in applying,
please call 618-394-0126 and leave a message or text 618-799-8505.

Society of St. Vincent De Paul Needs Your Help
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Night-Time Drop-In Center has operated at full capacity
almost every night, helping homeless men, women and children survive freezing temperatures
and dangers of the city streets. In addition, Cosgrove’s Soup Kitchen serves hundreds of hungry
people each week. We humbly ask for your prayers for St. Vincent de Paul staff and clients and,
if you are able, to help us provide any of these much-needed items:
Individually packaged cookies, fruit cups, tuna and chicken snack packs, chips, crackers,
cheese sticks, yogurt cups, cereal, Pop Tarts, breakfast bars, soup or pasta in a cup and
bottled water. In addition, laundry detergent pods, paper towels, toilet paper and tissues
are always in short supply.
Items can be dropped off Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., at:
St. Vincent de Paul Office
8800 West Main Street, Belleville, Illinois 62223 (across from Blessed Sacrament Church)
or
SVDP Thrift Store/Soup Kitchen
3718 State Street, East St. Louis 62205
If you have questions or need additional information, please call the SVDP Council office at 618-3940126. Thank you and God bless you for your generosity which enables our ministry to the poorest among
us.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – Visitors Center
Resurrection and the Afterlife in the New Testament Video Study
Four-part Series -- Facilitator: Fr. Mark Dean, OMI
Tuesdays, March 1 & 8, 10 am – 12 Noon
As Catholics, we profess to believe in the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come, but what
exactly does this mean? In this course, you will explore the origin, context and meanings of the Christian
beliefs about the afterlife. You will gain an understanding of the afterlife in the New Testament, exploring the
words of Jesus, the Gospels, the Apostles Peter and Paul, and the Visions in the Apocalypse of John.
Cost: $20 for series; $5 per session; For more info, call 618-394-6281.
Register online at https://snows.org/ministries/spiritual-programs/

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP
The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a full-time Director of Worship. The Director of Worship
is the primary resource to the Bishop and the Diocese for ongoing renewal of the liturgical life
and formation of the Church in southern Illinois. This position, in consultation with the Bishop,
manages and directs diocesan worship activities, provides resources to parishes, and
develops and administers programs of liturgical formation consistent with the USCCB Office
of Divine Worship and diocesan guidelines. The Director of Worship works closely with
leadership, parish priests, and parishioners. Applicants must have strong knowledge of the
Roman Catholic Liturgy, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the theology and history of
sacramental, liturgical, and devotional practices and a familiarity with all major Church
documents on liturgy, art and environment, and music. Bachelor’s degree in Roman Catholic
liturgical studies, Catholic theology, or equivalent preferred, and 5-8 years’ experience in
pastoral services or worship, or any appropriate combination of education and experience.
He or she is required to be a faithful, committed Catholic who understands and accepts the
teachings and disciplines of the Catholic Church. To apply send cover letter with résumé and
references to Human Resources, Diocese of Belleville, 222 S. 3rd St., Belleville, IL, 62220;
FAX to 618-722-5020; email to humanresources@diobelle.org. Application deadline:
March 25, 2022

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR THE OFFICE OF WORSHIP
The Diocese of Belleville is seeking a full-time Administrative Assistant for the Office of
Worship which is part of the Department of Pastoral Services. This position provides
administrative support and assists with all liturgical celebrations, events, and programs.
Basic knowledge and understanding of bookkeeping practices are required. Applicant must
have excellent organizational skills; strong written and oral communication skills; exercise
problem-solving, discretion and interpersonal skills; must be detailed and flexible; and must
maintain confidentiality. Proficiency with Microsoft Publisher and familiarity with website
maintenance.
Essential qualifications include a minimum of a high school diploma, Associate’s Degree
preferred, or equivalent experience; 3+ years in a related role of providing
administrative/clerical support, plus knowledge in Microsoft Publisher, website maintenance
and other computer programs/applications. Practicing Catholic preferred with thorough
knowledge and understanding of Catholic teachings, practices, and organizational structure.
TO APPLY: Send cover letter, résumé, and references to Human Resources, Diocese of
Belleville, 222 S. 3rd St., Belleville, IL. 62220 or email humanresources@diobelle.org.
Application deadline: March 15, 2022

QUEEN OF HEARTS DRAWING
BENEFITTING SS. PETER & PAUL CATHOLIC GRADE
SCHOOL
TUESDAYS AT OUTSIDERS IN WATERLOO
TICKET SALES END AT 6:30 PM
DRAWINGS HELD AT 7:00 PM

YOU CAN PURCHASE YOUR GALA TICKETS,
RAFFLE TICKETS THROUGH THIS LINK
Sppcsgala2022.givesmart.com
Click on “Buy Tickets”

NEWS FROM GIBAULT CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL…
Class of 2026 Registration -- Registration for the Gibault Class of
2026 is almost here! Registration will be held on March 21 and
March 22 from 5-8 p.m. Please sign up for a registration time on
one of these dates using our Sign-up Genius
Link: https://bit.ly/GCHSreg22 There is still time to apply. Contact
Kelly Day at kday@gibaulthawks.com for more information on how
to become a Hawk!
Visit Us! If you’ve ever thought about being a Gibault Hawk, now
is the perfect time to visit! We invite 7th-8th graders and current
high school students to spend the day as Shadow Visitors. Attend
classes, meet teachers and coaches, have lunch in our cafeteria, and
more! The whole family is welcome on a Private Tour where you
can ask questions and see our campus. Schedule your Shadow Visit
or Tour at https://bit.ly/GCHSInquire.
Taste of the Region -- Tickets are now on sale for Taste of the
Region, presented by The Gibault Women’s Club. This year’s event
will be held on Saturday, March 26, from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. at
Gibault. Featuring over 20 vendors and live entertainment! Tickets
available at the Gibault office or online at https://GHSWomensClub.square.site

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Conference
We are a Catholic lay organization providing service to the needy and suffering.
Our Conference includes the parishes of:
 St. Augustine of Canterbury-Hecker
 St. Mary-Valmeyer
 St. Patrick-Tipton
 Saints Peter & Paul-Waterloo
Telephone numbers are 939-0605 and 618-792-4059
Mailing address is P.O. Box 443, Waterloo, IL 62298
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at Adult Faith Formation
House at 7:00 PM. New members are always welcome

SEXUAL ABUSE HOTLINE:
Anyone wishing to report an allegation of sexual misconduct by priest or other
diocesan personnel please call the hotline:
800-640-3044.

Purchase SPPCS “Scrip Cards” for your shopping
and gift giving needs!
Scrip cards make great gifts and in addition, consider
purchasing “scrip cards” to use in place of cash, checks or
credit cards for purchases you make.
How does that help St. Augustine families? Each SPPS student
family is required to earn $250 each year in fund raising. Plus,
each student must pay $400 registration and book fees. Then the
tuition begins. At the end of each month the rebates from scrip
sales are tabulated and applied to the family’s account. You may
designate a particular family or St. Augustine students as a group in
which case it will be equally divided. Please consider trying this
program and perhaps add an item each month to help our parish
support the SPPS/St Aug. families with absolutely no cost to you.
St. Augustine’s contact for the Scrip Program is Angi Kern.
You may reach her at 618/973-7580 (call or text) or email her at
51014wedding@gmail.com.

Have The Messenger
delivered to your door.
Subscribe Today!
Call: 618-235-9601
Email: subscribe@belleville
messenger.org
Mail your request:
The Messenger
2620 Lebanon Ave.
Belleville, IL 62221
Meet us on the web:
www.bellevillemessenger.org

Over the next few bulletins, we will be including portions of the recent
Encyclical Letter from Pope Francis…
ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI TUTTI OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP
279. We Christians ask that, in those countries where we are a minority, we be guaranteed
freedom, even as we ourselves promote that freedom for non-Christians in places where they are
a minority. One fundamental human right must not be forgotten in the journey towards fraternity
and peace. It is religious freedom for believers of all religions. That freedom proclaims that we
can “build harmony and understanding between different cultures and religions. It also testifies to
the fact that, since the important things we share are so many, it is possible to find a means of
serene, ordered and peaceful coexistence, accepting our differences and rejoicing that, as
children of the one God, we are all brothers and sisters”.[275]
280. At the same time, we ask God to strengthen unity within the Church, a unity enriched by
differences reconciled by the working of the Spirit. For “in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body” (1 Cor 12:13), in which each member has his or her distinctive contribution to make.
As Saint Augustine said, “the ear sees through the eye, and the eye hears through the ear”. [276]
It is also urgent to continue to bear witness to the journey of encounter between the different
Christian confessions. We cannot forget Christ’s desire “that they may all be one” (cf. Jn17:21).
Hearing his call, we recognize with sorrow that the process of globalization still lacks the
prophetic and spiritual contribution of unity among Christians. This notwithstanding, “even as we
make this journey towards full communion, we already have the duty to offer common witness to
the love of God for all people by working together in the service of humanity”.[277]
RELIGION AND VIOLENCE
281. A journey of peace is possible between religions. Its point of departure must be God’s way
of seeing things. “God does not see with his eyes, God sees with his heart. And God’s love is
the same for everyone, regardless of religion. Even if they are atheists, his love is the same.
When the last day comes, and there is sufficient light to see things as they really are, we are
going to find ourselves quite surprised”. [278]
282. It follows that “we believers need to find occasions to speak with one another and to act
together for the common good and the promotion of the poor. This has nothing to do with
watering down or concealing our deepest convictions when we encounter others who think
differently than ourselves…For the deeper, stronger and richer our own identity is, the more we
will be capable of enriching others with our own proper contribution”.[279] We believers are
challenged to return to our sources, in order to concentrate on what is essential: worship of God
and love for our neighbor, lest some of our teachings, taken out of context, end up feeding forms
of contempt, hatred, xenophobia or negation of others. The truth is that violence has no basis in
our fundamental religious convictions, but only in their distortion.

